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y y g ngte day, IS Nol! over ; Pisgah, Bethel, McChord church (Lez g f spem, y This balance-sheet of the Trustees represents the re: re as-we understand the condition of the fands| moment engaged in a perilous stroggle, in which 
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tually usurping the place of the Lord Jesus Christ, 


ehurches have been organized; and not less 
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yondall' former example. The reports of the tion to these, the Presbyiery of West Hanover hits come tains a variety of important information arranged in| fecommend that the ‘Trustees of the Seminary at red | 
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& ‘ of Tuscaloosa, several ; and findeth to do, let Us With our might} the stocks by themselves, and the loans by them- this kind exists, they go on, till the further order of} error in a forms 
stinence from all intoxicating drinks—and what Spirit. The result of thése times of refresh tended field,’ already white the harvest.| and of the latter $29,440.74. No. 2,is a list of | the churches, There te no“ that the same lend te “the rch of Suvt- 
is of special interest on fhis subject, the ad-| Christian Brethren—The growth and pros-| <in.| Our missionary enterprises ate Hast expanding| Such of those funds as will probably pay interest liberality which hae been manifested towards this} ‘12 inher present sea- 
vance of temperance seems to have prepared] perity of the Redeemer’s kingdom is dear to the} 178 has not only been the conversion o — before us. in remote and far distant climes; and| @¥ting the current financial year, with an estimate object for the two past years, will continue to sup-} SON ob tribulation, most devoutly. prays that she 
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i$ is Si , in- , eee of the interest likely to be received ; which will pro- 
the way for the reception of gospel hearts of sincere among the young, to the.communion of the in our own beloved country, for the mainte- year to $3421.20 only ; a| to the Committee that this is the simplest and most| 4 successful, happy: and peaceful issue. 
mn several instances, has been connected with); crease and the peace of this m oved Je- Church, but the growth of piety, and the in- nance of sound principles and wholesome FOli-| ‘eesnad lict-of cach as will probably pay nothing efficacious disposition of this important matter, io Il. That this General Assembly izes the 
interesting revivals of religion. rusalem, throughout the. world, in our own be- ences ctivity and fruitfulness of professing gious institutions, for the better sanctification] this year. No. 3, is a detailed list of the probable| the present state‘of our affairs, == great principles for which the Church of Scotland is 
The monthly concert for prayer has been| loved country, and in the pale of our own com- Christians in charity, Jiberality, and good| f the holy Sabbath, and the diffusion of edu-| expenses during the current financial year, which This report contains the gratifying information contending, and believes them to be just, vital, and 
generally observed, and with increased interest,} munion, your prayers ascend to heaven, and r s ae y» a vital; y» d 6 cation, and a good evangelical influence, much} amount to $10,242.14; and a second detailed list of that the Alumni of the Institution are proceeding with scriptural, and that for their defence, ever temporal ; 
and weekly praycr meetings have greatly in-| the alternate tears of grief and of gratitude, ac- ee re rosily, AAC perme- remains to be done. Great ate the responsi-| the ordinary sources of revenue, with the probable| Vigour and wisdom in the enlargement of their Li- sacrifice even to the sacrifice of life iteelf should be 
creased productive of much good. | cordingly as she declines or prospers, which| Improvement in ihe conditian of the bilities of cur Church. end amount, viz. $3421.20; leaving a deficit to be sup-| brary, at present attached to it. mace. 
Th has been a decided increase in the} you shed “in secret places,” attest, we trust churches. i 1 to’ d titi th * plied from extraordinary sources of $6820.84. No.| With these observations, that report is herewith - #hat in the opinion of this General Assem- 
. ie , ‘1 behalf'of be . lj hearts than that| While the Assembly rejoice in these cheering| '0 °° aroused fo a Just sense al her presen duty | 4, is a table of securities for distinet objects, amount-| submitted marked H. _ | bly, no compromise involving the sacrifice or the 
interest felt and manifested in behalf of benev-/ that no cause Maka rd oe | 8, than that) refreshing tidings of the work of the Lord, to him, who is now calling 4 thousand Gen- ing to $10,000. No. 5, is a table of the funds trans-| 4. The remaining paper referred to this Commit- — of these principles should far a moment 
olent Institutions—and several thousand dollars} for which the Saviour died. e a there- they seule ennianiy exhort our whole body t0 tile lands to awake from the dead, and hail the} ferre d to the Trustees of the Theological Seminary | tee, is the report of a committee appointed by the Me is Ye iy on we “ se Should never be | 
have been contributed on missionary ground,| fore in our attention to the other a airs of the seilaaast ‘nv. and labour without wear-| g/adsome morning of salvation as it shall spread} at Princeton, in part execution of the direction of the Assembly the year before last, and continued last axed, untll the seal of reprobation is indelibly | 
for the spread of the gospel at home, and in| Church, to communicate to you, a brief review} PTY hea e spor stroll f “aio 1 upon the mountains! Oh, Brehren, let us unite] last General Assembly; the aggregate of the fund | year, to raise the deficient means for paying the cur- affixed to the odious pire of patronage. a 
foreign lands. of the dealings of God with our religious com.| '"©5S ee ot SUCM, O00 at week 2 general and prolonged effusion of the| is $3300 satisfied by transferring stock that cost| rent expenses of the Seminary at Princeton. The an bone a copy of these resolutions, and a copy 
By the liberality ofindivuals, and of churches} munity during the ecclesiastical year which has greater out-pourings of the Holy Spirit. In Holy Spirit. Let such an humble, determined,| $3318-00. No. 6, is a list of the bequests of the| Committee has been enabled, to achieve the object} resolution gs yee. the Atniversary Com- | 
the midst of revivals, the riches of grace, and| suc: late Joseph Eastburn, for the Mariners’ church for which it was temporarily appointed; and the| ™emoration of the Westminster Assembly, signed 
“es ber of our missionary stations have been| now closed. We have received the written 8 bi ke full : f lx: and ph Eastburn, fo of Pp y ap} : 
y b the glories of redemption shine out resplendent| 7° [ARO TUN amounting nominally to $6550.00. funds required were contributed to the amount of| by the Moderator, and Clerks of this Body, be trans- 
sapplied with the valuable books, publishe by| Narratives of about seventy of our Presbyteries. and convincing: God is greatly honoured, gos- in all our churches, let gracious hearts abound In relation to these tables nothing special need be| $6,382.48 during the past year, chiefly withia the mitted to the General Assembly of the Kirk of 
our Board of Publication. These donations have} These reports, if we defer for the con:luding pel truth stamps its impress upon society with| ' prayer—let generous hands be open to yield| said, except in regard to the matter to which No. 5| bounds of the Synods of Albany, New York, New pom ns me the Synod of the Presbyterian 
been most thankfully received, and are doing| part of this summary such general topics as eculiar distinctness, and a salutary impulse is their offerings to God—and let solemn assem-| relates, (the transfer of funds to the Trustees of the| Jersey, and Philadelphia. ‘To the churches under ¢ Sec ‘ne anada, in connexion with the Church 
much good. are common to them all, and consider them ts ra nal religion in ihe soul..and to| blies and well attended prayer-meetings—faith-| Theological Seminary at Princeton,) about which we | the care of these Synods the Seminary at Princeton EE <0 Siete ) 
During the year, God has given many tokens} first_in the general tone of their statements as . ers pe . i 7 ful pet “atid Wel ful Christian examples—and the kindling in- will speak in another part of this report; and in re-| must chiefly look in future for the means of its sup- On motion, the Assembly sat in a Judicial : 
of iis special presence with our missionaries.| to the interests of religion, may be divided into] 8 Ne ODJects OF active use ulness without. "©! quences of combined and tnited activity, be | 2% to No. 3, which relates to the expenses and in-| port and enlargement; and all past experience! capacity ; and the Court resumed Case No. 1, ! 
do not see how our churches are to meet the ’ come, about which we submit the following obser-| proves, that these churches will willingly and| The appeal of Mr. McQueen. The roll was | 


less than one-fourth of all the congrega-| three classes. 
sabe charge there The first address us in the language of expectations of this interesting age, and this vations. promptly respond to every proper call made upon) called in continuation, that the members might 
’ growing country or fulfil their part in the great) 0° O° [sfael, we shall see the work of ine) ‘The estimated expenses divide themselves into four | them, in its behalf. ive their opinion; which having been concl 
Lord go forayard, and each revolving year, more] classes. No. 1, amounting to $350 relates express- Having recommended another and as we think a & P : 8 sho 8 ; 


been more than ordinary interest on the sub-| grief and lamentation, and speak of the cause hav 
& ject of religion ; numbers have enjoyed a of religion as and mare and more the | rich in gospel blessings than that which pre-| ly to the Board of Trustees; No. 2, amounting to| better disposition of this subject, we do not suppose vote 
of very special interest and several have n| Harmony and peace, and an outward alten- of these precious displays of the grace and ceded it, shall attest that unio those who wait| $1000, to the subject of Missions ; No. 3, amounting | it is necessary to prolong the temporary expedient € appeat be sustaine nd the 


visited with powerful revivals. At this time,| tion to the ordinances of God’s house, and | for him, the Lord shall-apper in his glory to| to $3,092,04 to the subject of beneficiary education :| resorted to last year and the year before by the con-| Votes thereon were recorded as follows, viz. 
power of God. Let all our people then unite : pee 4 and No. 4, the whole balance of $5800 to the sala- | tinuance of the committee whose reports we are now To sustain—Messrs. Reed, Huntington, Ben- 


God is pouring out his spirit on a number of} the duties of religion, exist indeed, and a feeble : : “Zi pats ” | 
as the heart of one man, to throw off that reli- joy and ries of the theological professors at Princeton. To| considering. Nor does it appear more proper to| edict, Hale, F. A. Ewing, Studdiford, Wyn- 


4 issi tations. tion in behalf of the benevolent} 
this brief of the operations he given, but lukewarm. gious apathy: struggle worldli- J. T. Epcar, Moderator. the print in = our minutes the list koop, Aikin, Stanton, McRee, McCombs.—11 
-- | ness and secularity which is so unbefitting our 1.20. e recommend that No, 2 be refer-| contained in their report, than any other list contri- 4 
and results of the year with a single remark,| ness, worldly prevail. holy vocation, lo become strong the MINUTES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY. red to the Board of Domestic Missicns, to be pro-| buted for other tha under the care of avid- 
_ Pecording our grateful testimony to the goodness,| Christians do not sufficiently distinguish them- Lord, and in the power of his might, warm- ( Concluded.) vided for; and that No, 3 be referred to the Board | the Church. That Report is therefore returned, and ra — ee ee es 
and faithfulness of God. In the midst ofdifficul-| selves from the people of the world; the vital MR ti ok atin in oll — : of Education tobe provided fur as being objects speci-| recommended to be filed with the papers of the| Clark, Foster, Platt, Sargent, Macklin, Dulty, 
ties and trials, the cause has prospered, signal-| warmth of piety is neglected; the Sabbath is} [©4° ane , 1 gree . o ices a Thursday morning, Jene 2, 9 o’clock. | fically relating to their immediate duties and field of | Assembly. Janvier, Breckinridge, Cazenove, Moody, Nel- | 
ly prospered. In the number of missionaries| not suitably hallowed; and family religion is a a enceavours, to Secure -€)| The Assembly met, and was opened with] operation. We recommend that No. 1 be deducted | The tables and documents submitted herewith,| son, Betts, W. R. Smith, Greer, Hassinger, W. 
‘employed, the extent of, ground occupied, the| suffered to decline. These delinquencies are presence andthe blessing of the Holy Ghost. prayer. . from the ordinary income ; and the whole balance of | and lettered from A. to H. inclusive, are recom-| T. Smith, Hill, Swift, Morrow, Lea, J. G. 
a aie) that income, which in this arrangement will amount | mended tobe printed in the appendix to the minutes.) Wilson, James Montgomery, Colledge, Hutch- 


amount of labour performed, and we may add,in| the more to be deplored in those parts of our From the General Associations of Conneeti-| The minutes of the last session was read. , ; 
the good accomplished, we are in advance ofany| Church, where the ministers of the gospel are| cut and Massachusetts, their Delegates to this} and approved. | to oi sar oe to war be be ie the — In concluding this report, se occa oa inson, Shearer, Denton, Stone, Fullerton, Gal- 
, former year. This is indeed the Lord’s doing,| few, the congregations feeble, and where of| body have communicated cheering intelligence} On motion of Dr. McBarland, nominations| of only $2728.80 for ‘he| loway, McDonald, McIntyre, Lattimore,Smock, 
~ and.to him be all the praise. course the preservation of order and discipline, of the harmony and growing prosperity of their) of persons were made to fill vacancies in the] py the Assembly ; in regard to which we will speak Pesan oft the pect feel called on to say, Prince, John Montgomery, D. Montgomery, i] 
__ Funds.—The whole amount of funds at the} and a healthful state of religious feeling, must churches, and of the enjoyment of many revi-| Board of Publication; and the election was made| jn another part of this report. By this arrangement | that they have every reason to be convinced cf the Bell, Newell, Harbison, Templeton, R. Stuart, 
disposal of the Board during the year has been| greatly depend upon the life and activity of| vals of religion, “ marked by an entire absence | the order of the day for to-morrow morning. this formidable and inereasing deficit of $6820.84, is| integrity and good intentions of all who have at| Preston, McFarland, B. M. Smith, L. F. Wil- | 
$35,909.73 cents. The amount paid out has| ruling Elders and private Christians. It would of noise and extravagance, but by overwhelm- The Committee on leave of absence, reported| so distributed and reduced as to be manageable with-| any time participated in the control of this large] son, Pryor, M. Wilson, Anderson, J. Brown, ' 
been $32,083.50 cents; leaving a ‘balance of| appear from the Presbyterial narratives also| ing evidence of the special influence of the di-| that they had given leave of absence to Messrs.|_ out much difficulty, till the Church can see the end of | trust. They deem it also proper to say, that while) Cummings, Frontis, Reynolds, Harris, Fos- 
$3826.23 cents} cheques -have issued| that the suspension of the influences of God’s| vine Spirit upon the understanding and heart.”| Irwin, L. W. R. Phillips, Bradford, Graham, the present state of confusion and uncertainty. the great losses we have sustained are certainly! brook, Caldwell, English, M. Mac Lean, J. B. 
Neo | It may not be amiss to say here, that steps should| much to be regretted, yet we have no idea these Thompson, Finley, ETM cLean, Weatherby. 


‘or 


whieh will absorb the greater wer. ice, | Holy Spirit, the depression of business and pro.| The churches in the Association of Windham} Gaston, McBride, Guy, Winans, Townley, ~etie 
od what in lof will tot be more duciive employments, the gonaral decline ef| County, in the First mentioned State, have in this| Cochran, Gormley, and Court, for the re-| he annaal contributions to, the| losses will seriously embarrags, much Tess perma-| 
36 meet dealie now. duye-our taiee inei-|-public prosperity,-with otberfarms of Providen-| respect been blessed. more ‘abundantly than for} mainder of the sessions... ‘Fhe report was ap-) byteries contribute any thing, and very few of them,| Church. While our people are tfuly inspired with To sustain in part :—Messrs: Fox, Andrews, 
pally ig the West. So that we close the year,| tial trial and rebuke, do mot produce any ade-| Mavy previous years. _. | proved. ; Bee 9 aes beyond a mere trifle. ae love to God and faith: in bis-onlg begotten Son; Walker, Kerr, S. M. W ifson; Todd; S. K. Tal- 
~with a ba } @f Our accounts, and without! quate humiliation, repentance, and awakening| |The Assembly find on turning to the subject} On motion, the Assembly sat in a judicial ca-||_ 2. We proceed to the Report of the Board of| while our ministers.are actuated by a deep and fer-| mage, Hadden.—8, 2 = . 
funde:. T ‘engagements for the current year! among the children of God; but that the cares| Of the contributioms of the churches, to carry | pacity, and the court resumed case No. 1, viz. _Erastees, which is herewith submitted, marked F./ vent zeal for the good of perishing men, and the| Exreused from voting :-—-Mri Lacy. 
tre already larze, and drafis will daily be com-| of the world—the conformity of many to fashion-| forward the works of piety and benevolence,| the appeal of Mr. McQueen;, when Dr. Krebs ayes points are touched on in it. The first of these} glory of our risen Lord; He, whose we are, and} Non liquet :—Messrs. Lord, Jenks, Cozad, 
ing in for payment, to-meet which and carry| able amusements and entertainments, and the| that while in a few cases, notwithstanding the| was heard in continuation in behalf of the appel-| d forhis| Riggs, Stuart.—5. 
forward successfully ow? operations will require} great neglect of the means of promoting vital god- Pegs pressure of nee sina h wpe: so generally | lant, and concluded. And it was, on motion,| ones, by the Treasurer; to which we have already ocaina Let us then, eonfessing ihe hand of God in t was also, on motion, recorded, that Dr. 
elt in this country, there has been a continued | entered that the original parties were fully| ajjuded. all things, go boldly forward, trusting in His divine Krebs, as having been the counsel of Mr. 


iz an immediate, and constant supply of funds. In} Jiness still continue to prevail. Few are conse- 
and even increased liberality—most of the Pres-| heard. Mr. McIver, was heard in behalf of} The second point relates to the transfer of the promises. McQueen, was, by the constitution, precluded 


the present state of pecuniary embarrassment) quently found to mourn over these marks of spi- | | 
the prompt and aystematic aid of all our ehurch-| ritual declension, and sigh and weep for the afflic- byteries complain of a very serious decline. the majority of the Presbytery of Fayetteville ;| funds properly belonging to the Theological Semi- All which is most respectfully submitted. from voting. ; 
es ig absolutely mecessary to €nable the Boards) tions of Zion, pray for those re-| This is a matter which professing Christians| but before he finished, th [Figued, Be Whereupon, it was on motion, 
of the Church to go forward imtheir important} freshing seasons when Christians took sweet| Should conscientiously examine. Great and| The Court rose. so ee a endnet. The 0 inion: ‘of the able. Comanition of Win aR = * ye Resolved, That the judgment of the Presbytery of 

work. We cannot now, 98 in some former| counsel together, and many were added to the| Sudden fluctuations must necessarily embarrass} And the Assembly adjourned until this after- Winton was clear and desided| J en, Fayetteville, in the case of the Rev. Archinald Mc- 
years, depend on the large sybseriptions of a few|"Lord. As the Assembly cast their eye over the Boards of the Church, and God no doubt noon at 34 o’clock. that this should be done; and the direction of the Mican = aang , Queen, be affirmed, gad that the appeal be dismised. 
wealthy, and liberal friehds of the cause. The] ‘those portions of the Saviour’s heritage, where often checks the course of public prosperity, Concluded with prayer. Assembly itself was precise and positive that the On motion, the motion to reconsider the vote - On motion, the order of the day was taken 
sad reverses of the times have put it out of the} the ways of Zion thus mourn, they would affec-| that he may try the faith and fidelity of his Thursday Afternoon, 34 o'clock. | transfer should be made. (See minutes, p. 441— win a i 'N a aa 13, was taken up,| up, viz. Case No. 6, The appeal of Beck | 
power of many of these liberal donors to doj'tionately address their slumbering fellow-Chris-| People. Surely the cause of Christ should not} The Assembly met, and was opened with| 443.) We decidedly concur in this opinion—and onl dutealinanety obeii pet Ga Deenuiae against McMahon, and referred to the next Gen- 


d - | be the first to suffer from the depressions of ad- . consider the action of the Trustees in this matter, 
what they have and We must now depend} tians in the words of the ascended Master him sulle e de Sol ad-| prayer dat tegen Ae thew ut + onsale’ in detail in| were put on the docket. eral Assembly. 


the country, which have been much affect-| else J will come unto thee quickly and remove| barrassments, consider what they owe to God,| On motion, the Assembly sat in a judiciall thend to be reiterated, The slightest view of tho| sowing Persons were elected) || Resolved ior againat tho Synod of Alebamas Ne. 
ed by the reverses of the times than those in our] #hy candlestick out of his except thou re- and to the destitute, and the honour of religion,| capacity, and the court resumed Case No. 1,| balance-sheet of the Trustees shows that the great Pn ae oe 2 4 and 8, The complaints of Boardman, &e. against , 
cities, and large towne, A large number of our i | and act accordingly. viz. The appeal of Mr. McQueen. Mr. Mc-| mass of the funds were for the use of the Seminary Boarp oF PUBLICATION. . | the Synod of Philadelphia. No. 9. The com { 


churches have made @ecollection for this object). The second class of Presbyterial Reports, The reports of almost every Presbytery from Iver was heard in continuation, and concluded. at Princeton, and belong in reality to it. And if the . For Four Years. of the Presbytery of Cincinnati against the Synod, 
during the past yeat,@nd we would most re-| present a more encouraging picture of their] one extremity of our land to the other, speak of | o. 7, The complaint of Monfort | 


spectiully, but earnestly call such church-| spiritual welfare. ‘These speak-of considerable,} the past year as one which has given to the| having all been heard in full, the roll was cal-| Show contro’ them, ceriain’y the practica'| Wm. W. Phillips, D.D. Winthrop Sargent, 
es to their colleetions with as little delay| and ima few cases, of quite unusual additions Temperance reform an impulse and a triumph led, and the members of the court gave their} J.J. Janeway, D.D. James M. Ray, rose 

as possible, that meses may be furnished to meet} to the churches ; as appears to. have been the} without-a parallel in the history of modern} Op!ions ; but before finishing, the court rose. | soon as it can be properly done. ‘ . J. Witherspoon, D.D. John C. Stockton, And then “at | . : eal 
immediate and preming demands. If all the) case with matiy congregations in the Presby-| times. We rejoice in what our eyes have seen,| And then the Assembly adjourned until to-} ‘The third point in the report of the Trustees re-| Sam. B. Wilson, D.D. A. Symington, — AMt, BW Benth moved » reconsideration. of 


churches, will do-their part ih this great and/ tery of Redstone. Others mention instances of| and our ears have heard of the wonderful pro-| Morrow morning at 84 o’elock. lates to a change in the investment of the funds un-| Benj. F. Spilman, . Paul C. Venable, the resolution adopted on Monday last, to re- qT 
good work, there will be no lack of means, and) hopeful Gonversion of a striking and interesting| gress of this change, which is not only, we] Concluded with prayer. a. , der their control, which the last Assembly, on the} Wm. K. Stewart, ._—-«-Willaim Wilson, commit the new book of Hymns and the book of 
with God's blessing a vast 4mount of good may) character, an increased attendance upon public} would hope, the precursor of a still more glo-| Friday ning, June 3, 84 o'clock. } recommendation of its Committee of finance directed J. L. Wilson, D.D. James.Weir, - _ Psalms to the committee of Psalmady. The rE 
be accomplished. oy ~ | ordinances, and a growiog attachment to social} rious revolution io.the spiritual condition of so- The mbly and was opened. with| ‘° be made from the “ very questionable geeorities Alex. Macklin, J. R. Withe ; motion being put, the vote thereu was yeas 
During the year the Board have had but two} meetings and devotional exercises. In the ab-| ciety, but which promises, with God’s blessing,| prayer. Rf) tas soon asitcould be dene with advantage and| Phos.S. Witherspoon, Wm. R. Hanson, ~ | 58, nays 21, which not being two-thirds of those 
in the field, and both of these have been} sence of any general revival, God’s people have} to redeem this great empire, and indeed the The minutes of the last session were read} safety,” (minutes of 1841, p. 442.) The Trustees| Wm.T. Hamilton, § AlexanderHenry, —§ | who were present and voted on the resolution to 
west of the. Allegheny mountains. The whol experienced solemn and joyfol Seasons: of ‘re-| whole civilized world from a vice which for| ang epproved. | im the exercise of the discretion allowed them, have} Andrew Todd, _ P. A. Walker, | be reconsidered, it was declared that the motion 
seaboard, ‘including the middle, southera, freshing, and a of members}, many departed years has borne its tens of t leaye of absence, re rt-| thought it best not to make the contemplated George Potts, D.D. Ewing, | was lost. 
south-western States‘has been without an agent! has followed. alking in y and peace,' sands to untimely graves. We re 3 S Az . given leave to Messrs. ove. We herewith submit to the Assembly a detailed Willis Lord, Z ) Craig. Whereupon Dr. Breckinridge offered a mi- ‘ 
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- of the General Assembly. 


_.. It will be seen by the minutes of the Assem- 
‘bly question of Psalmody was reconsid- 
-ered, and 


- certain period, and authorized to be used in the 


_ doubt will be, improvements in a few minor 


_ others. We are much pleased with it. 
tains all, or nearly all those hymns, which are 


“Christian world. We hope that this work will 
haste will be practised as tot 


_ create very serious confysion and difficulties. 


adopted by sections as:follows, ¥ 


Ascombl last and thi ‘fo 
8 year rega 
new Psalm sad Hyman Book, the Assemb! 


80 printed shell be jaid before the next Assembly, 
and is authorized to be used ia the churches. Yeas 


59, Nays Il. 4% 
2. Resolved, That our ministers and memt ers in- 
dividually, and the Presbyteties are invited to com- 


municate to this Committee such aa 
may a best to them before the first day of De- 
cember next, addressing their communications post 
paid to the Chairman, the Rev. Dr. W. W. Phillips, 
‘York, end the Committee shal) not put the book 
to-press before the ist day cf December next. 
‘And then the whole minute was adopted.— 
Yeas 60.—Nays 11. ve 
2.-Resolved, ‘That the Beard of Publication be 
to distribute the remainder of she edition 
pre the tiew selection of Hymns to the Presbyteries. 
_ The Committees on the records of the Synods 
of . Cincinnati, Wheeling; and South Carolina 


and Georgia, reported. And the records were | 


‘approved with the exception of what relates to 
the judicial cases therein which are not yet de- 


_ The Committee on the records of the Synod 
of Ohio reported and the records were approved. 
_ “The Committee on the records of the Synod 


proved, with the 
ea to the judicial cass: concerning the First 
Church” of Peoria,.settied by tliis Assembly. 

Oh motion, the report of the Commitiee on 
iy len ev was taken up and adopted. And 
it otdered that the narrative’ be printedin 
the Appendix to the Minutes. pee 

And then the Assembly adjourned until to- 
morrow morning at half past eight o’clock. 

~ Conchided with prayer. 

Saturday morning, June 4, 8} o'clock. 
.The Assembly met and was opened with 
prayer. 

. The minutes of thg last session were read 
end approved. 

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence 
made a report, which was adopted, as follows, 

» Resolved, That the following persons be appoint- 
ed delegates to Corresponding Bodies, viz: 

_ To the General Conference of Maine :—Rev. Jo 
seph Harvey, D. D. principal, and Rev. Albert T. 
Chester, alternate. 

To the General Convention of Vermont :—Rev. W. 
D. Snodgrass, D. D. principal, and Rev. John H. 
Symmes alternate. 
Fo the General Association of New Hampshire :-— 
Rev. Exta A. Huntington, principal, and Rev. Vil- 

D. Reed altersate. 
the German Reformed Church :-—Rev. Robert 
|. Breckinridge, D. D. principal, and Rev. Daniel 
cKinley alternate. 

The Perrianent Clerk presented the Bills for 
the Contingent expenses of the Assembly, 
amounting to $171,51. 
~ Ordered that the Board of Trustees pay out 
of the Contingent Fund, to the Permanent Clerk, 
the aforesaid sum. 

The Committee on the records of the Synod 
of Philadelphia, reported; and the records were 
approved with the exception of the judicial case 
therein, which is not yet decided. 

. The Committee on the records of the Synod 
of Indiana, reported; and the recors were ap- 


proved. 

‘Dr. McFarland moved to reconsider the vote 
of yesterday, adopting the report of the Com- 
mittee of Finance. And pending the motion, 
at the request of the Board of Trustees of the 
General Assembly, a Committee of the Board, 
viz: Rev. Dr. John McDowell, Rev. Henry A. 
Boardman, and Mr. Solomon Allen, were heard. 
And, after debate, the motion to reconsider was, 


Wik ti”. 


.. Resolved, That the of the Committee of 
Finance be so amended as that the gross amount of 
the revenue, aceruing from the consolidated invest- 
ments of the funds contributed for the various —pur- 
_— s controlled by the General Assembly, after de- 

ycting the expense of managing the funds, be dis- 
tributed rata, according to the original, specific 
destination thereof, to the missionary fund, the scho- 
larships, and the professorships of the Princeton 
Theological Seminary. Also, that it be referred 
to the Boards of Missions, and of Education, and to 
the Trustees of the Princeton Seminary respectively, 
to raise the deficits existing in the. Missionary, Scho- 
larships’, and Professorships’ funds.-: 

And then the report of the Committee of Fi- 
nance, as thus amended, was unanimously 
adopted. 

On motion, 
 . Resolved, That the list of contributions (marked 
],) obtaified by the Committee appointed by the last 
Assembly, to ide for the deficit in the revenue 
of the Permanent Funds, be printed in the Appendix. 

On motion, of Mr. Weatherby, 

. Resolved, That while the Assembly has learned 
with much satisfaction that the operations of the 
American Bible Soeiety are on the increase, both as 
to the collection of funds, and the distribution of 
books; yet such is the rapid foes of our popula- 
tion, from natural increase and foreign immigration, 
and such the insidious advances of popery, and tra- 
diticnal religion, that measures far more extensive 
than those now employed, ought to be adopted, for 
keeping all our families and schools well supplied 
with the Sacred Scriptures, the great protestant 
Rule of faith apd practice. ¥. 

On motion, | 

Resolved, That all the remaining items on the 
Docket be referred to the next General Assembly. 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Assembly be re- 
turned to the inhabitants of Philadelphia, for their 
hospitality during the present sessions; and also to 
the Trustees of the Seventh Preshyterian church, for 
the gratuitous use of their building for the sessions 


The minutes of the present session were read 
and approved. 

The roll was then called, and it appeared 
that none were absent without leave. : : 

‘The Assembly having finished their business, 
it was 
Resolved, That:this General Assembly be dissolv- 
ed, and shag afather General Assembly, chogen in 
like manner, be required. te meet in’ such place,in 
the city of Philade|phia, av shall be desiguated by 
the Stated and Permanent Clefka, on. the third 
Thursday of: May, A. D. 1843, at 14 o’tlock A. M. 
Accordingly, the Moderator. dissolved the As- 
sembly, and the sessions were concluded with 
prayer, singing, and the Apostolic benediction. 
Joun M. Krens, Permanent Clerk. 


NEW PSALMODY. 


d that the new Hymn Book, instead of 
being recommitted without any ostensible object 
or advantage, was ordered to be printed after a 


‘The Editor of the Watchman of the South 
says of this new hymn kook: 

We have given a cursory examination to the 
Hymn Book, which has been ordered by the 
Assembly to be published, and our deliberate 
conviction is, that although there be, and no 


matters; yet this book will take the gg"! all 
t con- 


been so deservedly popular in the 
soon be published; but we trust that no such 


. we from the Public r. 
of illinois reported ; and. the records were ap- Ledge 
| exception of what therein re-| 


sister. 


this-account, and especiaily’as they-were a of 
his €xhausting iP tPerdianent 
brief, 


or necessity for varying editions. is would 
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Txaus—Three Dollars if paid within six months, or Two 
Dollars and -Cents in advance. 


Genera Assempiy.—The General Assem- 
bly adjourned on Saturday at noon, ratlgr 
unexpectedly, leaving a large amount of busi- 
ness to the next General Assembly. Their ses- 
sions were pleasant. and harmonious. We shall 
probably advert to some of their proceedings 
next week, | 

We have this week resigned the room usual- 
ly occupied by editorial notices to matters re- 
lating to the Assembly and to foreign news. 


Depare on Tue Mareiace Question.—We 
had intended to have given copious notes of 
this important debate, but indisposition prevent- 
ed us from being personally present during a 
considerable part of it. Many members of the 
Assembly spoke on the subject, but we think 
we have secured the whole argument on both 
sides, in the most prominent speeches, as sketch- 
ed in our paper of to-day. Rev. Mr. Stanton’s 


Forsien Marrérs.~—Our foreign papers are 
chiefly occupied. with -veluminous reports of the 
anniversaries of thé great English Religious and 
Benevolent Societies, ‘We have made a busi- 
ness abstract of these, which our readers will 
find on the fourth page, not pretending to make 
any sketch of the numerous and lengthy speech- 
es made on the several occasions. 

The General Assembly of the Church of 
Scotland have, by this: time, held their annual 
sessions, We feel much anxiety to learn the 
character of their proceedings, Much prayer 
in concert was offered up for the Assembly be- 
fore its meeting throughout the Church. 

A bill had been presented to Parliament in re- 
lation to the state of the Church, but the debate 
on it was arrested at the request of ministers who 
intimated that a measure was under consider- 
ation for the settlement of existing difficulties. 
An intelligent gentleman in London writing to 
the Edinburgh Witness, says: . 

‘‘T was deeply disappointed at the postpone- 
ment of Monzie’s bill, and at the consequent loss 
of such a noble opportunity of obtaining a full 
discussion and a good division upon it. I wish 
the result may not seriously injure the good 
cause. Peel, it seems, has taken the matter in- 
to his own hands, and many of our friends are 
confident that he will bring forward a satisfac- 
tory measure. I shall rejoice if he does so. In 
the meantime, however, [ hope our friends in 
Scotland will rather increase than relax their 
efforts, and that without reference to Monzie’s 
proceedings (which I know will not have sur- 
prised you,) the General Assembly will pursue 
a firm and decided course in maintaining the 
all-important principle for which the Church is 
contending. Dr. Leishman’s movement, and 
others of the same kind, are deeply to be la- 
mented, as exhibiting a great want of wisdom, 
and of that union which Is no necessary to suc- 
cess. They have a most injurious effect upon 
parties at a distance, and who have not the 
means of properly. appreciating them. 

“The appearance of the House on Wednes- 
day must have'convinced Pee] of the increasing 
strength of our cause, and that it will not be safe_ 


The suspense gn this deeply interesting sub- 

ject cannot continue much longer. 

Scotprne.—The Church Chronicle of New 
Haven must certainly feel easier since its ex- 
plosion of the 3d inst. Its passionate abuse of 
us is, to say the least of it, indecorous, and we 
are sure it is unjust. If we misrepresented its 
sentiments it was undesignedly, but we have 
the strongest proof that we did not misunder- 
stand or misstate the false position of the Chroni- 
cle in its extraordinary loss of temper. 

Arrica,—Our readers will bear in mind the 
subscriptions made for the Presbyterian church 
in Monrovia, Africa, and for a part of which 
we have already accounted. We have just 
sent to the Rev. Mr. Eden, the pastor of this 
church, through the Rev. Mr. Pinney, the sum 
of $100, and the balance on hand of $12.32, 
we have paid over to the Presbyterian Foreign 
Missionary Board, jor the use of Mr. Eden, he 
having been recently taken under the care of 
that Board. Thus the principal. and interest of 
the sum collected by us from our readers, have 
all been appropriated, and the account is closed. 


| ~— Reported for the Presbyterian. 
CASE OF REY. MR. MeQUEEN. 


This case was brought before the Assembly by 
appeal from the Presbytery of Fayetteville, which 
had suspended the Rev. Archibald McQueen from 
the exercise of the functions of the gospel ministry, 
for contracting a marriage with his deceased wife’s 
The documents in the case were read, and 
the Rev. Dr. Krebs was appointed counsel for the 
appellant, who was not present. On behalf of the 
accu-ed, 

Dr. Kress remarked, that he regretted that in a 
case of such general interest and deep importance, 
a more extended time had not been allowed him 


e jon would pave 

bri ot he feared pin 

he might become obscure. 

There were irrelevant questions connected | 

with the main oe, which he would desire to re-, 
move. 


The case as it had come 7 j up from the Presbytery tery, 


the attempt to be! 


under 
he appellant 
himself has in his reasons ———— enumerated 
‘seven < to hi® extulpa 


speaker,) had ’ te do. 
among them, ich if well 


ed, and susceptible of demonstration, would be-am- | J 


ly sufficient to j ify:the act for which he had 
ndei thi Word of 


An 
ment may contain several counts, the 
one is sufficient to the conviction of the accused, 
and so on the contrary, if Mr. McQueen can make 
good this one reason of appeal, although all his 
other reasons are weak and worthless, he | 
stand acquitted, 


al 
be mast 


homage than hi 
he wished to honour it; but he would con- 
tend that the matter was not to be summarily ruled 
out, because it. might appear to conflict 
mbol. The appellant himself urged that the 
fession of Faith should not be permitted to 
stand in the way of the merits of the question, and 
he would -say that if it was the view of the As- 
sembly that, as counsel for the plaintiff, he was to 


tirely on the authority of the word of God, they 
had better arrest him at once. 

On the subject of the law of marriage, the Con- 
fession itself speaks in this language. In the xxiv. 
chap. Conf. of Faith, sec. iv, it is said, “The man 
may not marry any of his wife's kindred nearer in 
blood than he may of his own,” &c. In the Direc- 


riage is to be between one man and one woman 
only, and they are not to be within the degrees of 
consanguinity or affinity prohibited by the word of 
God.” Such is the law; but it may be argued that 
the terms in which it is expressed are vague and 
undefined; for it may at once be said, what are 
those degrees forbidden by the word of God? It has 
been alleged az some, I do not say I affirm it, that 
there are no jaws in the word of God expressly 
showing what is meant by consanguinity; and as 
to the particular marriages which are supposed to 
violate these laws of consanguinity, there is no- 
thing in the word of God, which ex abhor- 
rence of them as an abominable thing. Indeed it 
is curious to see in the Old Testament how mar- 
riages of such a character are suffered to pass with- 
out rebuke. We might instance the marriage 
the immediate children of Adam and Eve—these 
were marriages between brothers and sisters. A 
‘marriage between Absalom and amar is mention- 
ed as a thing that might be, although they were 
children by the same father, but different mothers. 
Now here were marriages which our very instinct 
seems to revolt from, and yet it would seem from 
these examples that there is no law of nature which 
would prohibit thie connexion of the nearest blood 
relations. There were laws afterwards to regu- 
late the intercourse of the sexes, These are found 
in the 18th chapter of Leviticus, and yet a doubt 
may be raised whether these enactments relate to 
marriage at all. 

_ We return then to the authority of the Confes-| 
sion of Faith, and this is not lightly to be impugn- 
ed. A division of the Church has been seiaved to 


now give the Philistines any cause of triumph by 
an attempt to bring it into question. And yet it 
will. be recollected that this Assembly in the year 
1824, did actually propose to the Presbyteries whe- 
ther the clause respecting the marriage in question 
should stand or be stricken out, and eighieen to 
thirty-two ‘voted for its being expunged. This 
shows that the authority of the Confession on this 
point may be subject to change under the order of 
the Church. 

As to the lawfulness of inquiry into the scriptu- 
ral character of the prohibition, the Confession 
fully recognizes it. In Book of Discipline, chap. i. 
sec, iii. it is said, “an offence is any thing in the 
principles or practice of a church member which 
is contrary to the ward of God.” So also inForm 
of Government, chap i. sec. iii, in speaking of the 
discipline of the “erroneous and scandalous,” the 
officers of the Church are required to “observe in 
all cases the rules contained in the word of Ged.” 
And again in the same chapter, sect. i, the princi- 
ple is settled that “God alone is Lord of the con- 
science ; and hath left it free from the doctrine and 
commandments of men, which are in any thing con- 
trary to his word, or beside it in matters of faith or 
worship.” In the vii. sect. of the same chapter, it 
is affirmed that all Church power is only “ minis- 
terial and declarative; that is to say, that the 
Holy Scriptures are the only rule of faith and 
manners.” 

In all these cases, and others that might be cited, 
it is clear that in all matters of faith we are refer-| 
red by the Confession to the Holy Scriptures “ as 
the only infallible rule of faith and practice,” and 
it is evidently implied that if any thing should be 
detected in the Confession which is contrary to the 


understood. I do not admit the right of private 
interpretation. It is not the right of every indi- 


vidual of their own mere motion to alter the rule of 
the Confession; but the Assembly may be the ex- 
pounders of the law and declare what the law is; 
and if they detect an error in the standards they 
are bound to jiave it corrected in the proper way 
by an overture to the Presbyteries. 


vused to the merriege:.be has contracted, and th 
Presbytery in their reply say, that if the Confes- 
sion be not sustained by the Bible in this particu- 
lar, the reason of appeal is a good and substantial 


[The speaker here quoted the pamphlet of the 
Rev. Mr. Marshall on the subject of such mar- 
riages, in corroboration of his own views. | 

‘his court, like the supreme court of the nation, 
have the right to determine what the law is. We 
are the expounders of the Constitution. Mere 
opinions are not wanted, what we want, are argu- 
ments and facts. [Here the speaker read at some 
length an argument published in the Presbyterian 
a year or two past. | 

He then observed—that his present position 
was unsought, and indeed against his repeated re- 
monstrance. He would, howevet, enter upon his 
duty with a sense of his responsibility, in view of 
a becoming regard both to the constitution of the 
Church and to the situation of the accused. 

The first question which he proposed to con- 
sider, is, what is the bearing om the authority of 
the Confession of Faith, in relation to it. Here, 
with all respect for the Confession, he would say 


must consider the question as to the legality of Mr. 
McQueen’s conduct, in the light which the Bible 
threw upon it. Both the Presbytery and the As- 
sembly had agreed to that issue, the former by ac- 
cepting it, and the latter by permitting the case to 
be tried. For if we go into the Confession, and stop 
there, the Janguage and meaning of the book is 
clearly against Mr. McQueen; and if the Assemb] 
mean that the merits of the case shall not be reser 
I must close here. Yet, in a case especially where 
the language of the Bible upon this subject was so 
differently understood by confessedly good men, it 
was well to ask what says the word of God. That, 
after all, is the standard recognized by the general 
principles of our form of government and book of 
discipline. It is with us, in the last resort, the only 
infallible rule of faith and practice, and nothing 
is to be held an offence, unless according to the 
** Book” itself, it be clearly made out to be so from 
the word of God—the higher constitution and su- 
preme law, by which this Court may at least inquire 
for the occasion, and for safer judgment, whether 
the law in the Confession (chap. 24, § 9. is a true 
} and just exposition of the will of God. The consti- 
tution provides for its own alteration; so that it is 
no heresy to propose the abrogation of this law. It 
is not fundamental to the Calvinistic system. The 
fathers of the Presbyterian church allowed, by their 
adopting act, exceptions to be made, if they were 
-honestly made, and were not of vita] moment. 

This being established, he proceeded, in the 
second place, ct, except as collateral and sub- 
sidiary, all ange ts which, aside from the word 
of God, are often used'on both sides of the question. 
-- 1, On the one hand, it was not an argument to 
decide this question, that.the voice of antiquity is 
against it, Antiquity of the ancient times speaks 
in different ways. ‘But it is the opinions of the Re- 
formiers, and the fathers 6f the seventeenth century, 
which ‘are alleged against us. Truly, they were 
the glory of their age ‘and of ours. And the light 
they huve'shed on the world, enables us to see even 
the impropriety of some things which they allowed, 
contrary to the great principles of truth and right- 
eousness which they unfolded to the world. They 
were zealous believers in witchcraft, and put the 
witches to death. They allowed prosecutions by 
the ci¥il magistrate against heretics. Luther, just 
emerging from the darkness of popery, was dazzled 
by the effulgence of the gospel, and too rashly re- 
jected the epistle of James; and the same eminent 
man taught that bigamy ‘was lawful. Now if we 
may, as we do, reject thése.things, it is no presump 
tion if we find ourselves authorized by the Bible to 
reject their notions on this subject. 2. We are told, 
too, that this is a “shocking,” “abominable” con- 
nection. Well—the allegation does not make it 
so. Let it be shown. And if people cry out “ abo- 
minable,” we may have as good a right to say we 
are prejudiced against your prejudices, and let one 
weigh against the other. Not the opinions of any 
set of men, nor the feelings of any other set of men, 
but the word of God must determine the matter. 
Our “ of men, ip 
the power ." Nor, 3. Is expediency a law in 
thls cane. If, as one alleges, th opposed to such 
‘marriages, the Levitical law no more prohibits thi: 
marriage, than the apocalypse of John predicts the 
battle of Waterloo, we surely are not bound by any 
thing short of a “ thus saith the Lord,” to the law 
and the testimony. 


with this| ! 


be precluded from making the argument turn en-} 


tory for Worship, chap. xi. sec. iii. it is said, “ Mar-| Refo 


of| our own circumstances, we a | make the specifi- 


the unsettling of its authority, and we would not} | 


Scriptures, it should be expunged. Let me be} 


it; 10 Tditereusiy taken 3s 
ne . for it is evident that the father who had “ suffered 


that in a case of so great magnitude, he thought we} 


‘tions of the Jews, ( 


so abominalje, would the Almighty ever 
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meelf, aod before that As- 


ret mte 
Agreed. No doubt they would in manifold instan- 
ces. And again, 2. It is said, it will be cruel to 
deprive this. man of his wifé, if the only repentance 
the offence admits be ired, and to throw him 
out of the ministry. True, itis hard. But neither 
of these considerations, true as they may be, are of 
weight with me, hnigss it can also be shown that 
the Bible is with tim, or, at any rate, not against 
him. Here also I say to the law and the testimony, 
what saith the Lard! These arguments may be 
considered, in so fir as they may throw light on the 
meaning of the Bble. e opinions of the early 
rmess and -tle instinctive ition to this 
marriage, of good people at the present day, are of 
no more force forthe prohibition, than is the alle- 
gation that this mirriage is the properest thing in 
the world, or that it will be cruel to execute the 
law, is of force agdust the prohibition. If the Bible 
allows this ma that is enough for Mr. Mc- 
Queen. If the Ei ohibit it, then my client 
must be condemnel. Now, then, 
_ Let us see wint the Bible says upon this sub- 
ject. | 
There are thoe; who ay ore that they have 
found the reason ¢ the law of marriage, and upon 
the general princbles of the Bible, they argue that 
although no partimlar prohibition of this marriage 
can be found, yet,adapting the reasons of the law 
as it specified cergin prohibitions to the Jews, to 


cations to suit ourown case, That is, there ought 
to be such a law, at therefore there is such a law— 
if not in express tams, nevertheless in the reason 
and spirit of the divine law. But admitting this to 
be true; we can ‘turdly infer a-moral code, which 
‘shall be carried owf'in discipline. If this marriage 
be wrong, upon ths reasoning, it is not our right 
to discipline mea for it, and we must let the tares_ 
grow-with the whet, lest in plucking them up, we | 
pluck up wheat.- 

Others again, fégarding the law of Leviticus 

18th chapter, find no express probibition there, but 

of the 16th verse therein, they reason that | 
the prohibition exténds to the corresponding rela- 
tion; i. e. a man isforbidden to take his brother’s 
wife—and therefore a man is forbidden to marry 
his wife's sister. | 

Now then, let us look a little at the case. 

1. Is this law o¥Leviticus xviii. a law to us, or 
has it passed away-with the Mosaic dispensation? 
We think that it isnot a law unto us. If so, let us 
take the whole mi letter, spirit, and penalty. 


Let ‘us take every thing in its vicinity, for it is 
found in the midstiof a cluster of precepts which 
are universally adnitted to be done away. Pre- 
cepts which had gspect to the peculiar circum- 
stances of the Jeys, and which were intended to 
detach them from the habits of their idolatrous 
neighbours. Little things as they seem to us, are 
prohibited, as wearing linsey-woolsey garments, 
é&c., which are cbyiously prohibited because they 
‘were associated with the false religion of the 
heathen, and for nc other reason that we can see. 
This matter, as it appears to me, was decided in the 
council of Jerusalen; Acts 15th chapter. This very 
question was necessarily involved in the decision 
‘of that council. k was settled there that the Le- 
vitical Jaw was notbinding, and the decree touched 
this very point. Read Acts xv. 6—11; 13—20; 
and especially veres 22—31. I need not be more 
particular in exphining the force of one of the 
terms in verses 2( and 29. 

2. If binding, des this law relate to marriage, 
or to something eset We think it is intended to 
guard the people of Israel against certain forms of 
uncleanness to which in their circumstances, they 
were likely to be addicted, and which were prac- 
tised by their heathen neighbours. The terms of 
the law are these—“ Thou shalt not uncover the 
nakedness of thy brother’s wife: it is thy brother’s 
nakedness.”” New does not the very language 
speak rather of adultery than of marriage—(not 
indeed speaking to prohibit adultery only with a 
brother’s wife, and allowing it with any other 
man’s wife—but needfully prohibiting it under 
more heinous circumstances, and where the crime 
was most likely,as they were situated, to be com- 
mitted.) It is “thy brother’s wife,” not his “ widow.” 
The origiral werd for “ wife” used here, is diffe- 
rent from that which is used when a “ widow”’ is 
meant. When John reproved Herod for taking 

erodias, it was not because she was his brother 
Philip’s widow, but his “ wife.” And the incestuous 
person spoken of 9 Corinthians, whose sin was yet 


‘more aggravat proportion to the relation in 
whi ife : sinner ip 


this wrong,” was: yet alive. 
3. If marriage be the subject of these prohibi- 
tions, then let it be observed, (1.) that this is a 
statute law, expremy specifying the cases to which 
it refers. The title of the law is found, where 
marriages are prohibited between those that are 
“near of kin.” And then the cases are given, 
which, by the way are far too many if examples 
merely are intended to be given; and it is a most 
dangerous principle to make a crime by construc- 
tion, which is not made so by the letter of the law. 
> (2.) If we consider the reason of the law, then 
there were reason for forbidding marriage with a 
brother’s widow, which do not exist in the case of 
a wife’s sister. These reasons are found in the 
necessity of regulating inheritances, and ascertain- 
ing and securing the rights of heirs, &c. And if it 
were expedient to forbid a man totally and for ever 
to look upon his brother’s widow as one whom he 
might marry, lest he might corrupt her while ehe 
was a wife, that night have been needful, (if such: 
were the reason ¢f the law,) and yet the same ne- 
cessity not exist mj the corresponding relation; for 
in the former casé @ spurious offspring might be 
imposed upun an injured husband, (and has not the 
whole law of adulery something to do with this 
danger?) whereas if a man were to corrupt his 
wife’s sister, it must necessarily be soon apparent. 
Sir, this expedientis of no worth, unless men will 
venture on the muder of their wives in order to 
get rid of them, thét so they may be free to marry 


something better fan all these expedients. It is 
the seventh commandinent as explained by our 
Lord Jesus Christ. And if this will not keep men 
and women pure, to expedient that you can de- 
vise—no enactmerts and prohibitions especially 
that you may foist into the law of God, will have 
that effect. 

One Avord as to the corresponding relation. If 
blood, and identity, end oneness, are the things which 
important aad effectual in demanding this 
law, that we must provide against abominable mix- 
and this be granted for the occasion; yet 
the reason specifically attached to the law 
of Leviticus, xviii. KA—“ ‘Thou shalt not uncover 
the nakedness of thy brother’s wife: it is thy bro- 
ther’s nakedness.”’ Now substitute wife’s sister for 
brother's wife, and how then reads the reason? 
.“ Thou shalt not uncover the nakedness of thy wife’s 
sister: it is thy wife's nakedness.” !!! This does not 
scem to be the way 4n which Jehovah legislates. 

4) God actually required a man to marry his 
childless ,brother’s vidow. This was a Jaw in Is- 
rael before the Levijical law was given, and before 
the moral law w blished through Moses. But 
God incorporated provision among the institu- 
Peut. xxv. 5.) Now here is an 
express injunction t¢do an “unclean” thing. Sure- 
ly, if the affinity r@ndered marriage between the 


ave sanctioned it? . Could he not devise other ex- 
pedients to provide for the continuance of families, 
and names, and inheritances, without resorting to a 
provision, which, negessarily and extensively prac- 
tised upon, was nevertheless enjoined by Jehovah 
in the face of his own. law, which is but the tran- 
script of His own nature. Yea, what anger did he 
show toward Onan, who sought to prevent the in- 
junction to marry hi brother’s widow from taking 
effect in his case, while pretending to comply with 
it. How is this, if abhors this marriage ? 
Now, if we turn to Leviticus, xviii. 18,—“ Thou 
shalt not take a wife to her sister,” &c. Now this, 
it is said, is a prohibition of bigamy or polygamy— 
and a “wife to her gister,” does not, according to 
the Hebrew idiom, mean two sisters, but simply any 
two women. So it may. Yet, why may not this 
relate as much to abuses of divorce, as it was 
practised among the Jews, and which would be pe- 
culiarly offensive to ¢ firat wife, if her sister were 
to be brought into the family to oust the former wife. 
The contentions of relatives are the most im- 
placable of all. And the state of affairs in Jacob's 
family may have sug this prohibition im re- 
gard to two sisters ! 
at the same time; fr, it may not be objected, this 
would be to allow bigamy. Bigamy was then al- 
lowed, and was regglated by this very law which 
Moses published. "econ when it serves the pur- 
pose, this whole statute before us relates to mar- 
riages between those who are “‘néar of kin.” But 
the moment we light npon the 18th verse, which 
by implication would allow a man to marry both the 
women spoken of, ided he was not married to 
both at the same time, then we resort to Hebrew 
ties here are not such 


domestic| very beginning of the 18th verse. And that poly- 


their wives’ —— other women. And there is]. 


and the cases under it are continued down to the 


was not the fact that 
eygemy was then @ t it was prac- 
tised by the best rebuke, or censure !! 

I believe the this law is this: 
(1.) I think it can be shown that, among the Jews, it 
was rot held to be forbidden to marry a wife’s sister. 
A document has been handed to me here, whiled 
am king, which pur to be the statement 
the Hebrew minister of this city, that among the 
modern Jews this marriage is practised. It is ac- 
companied with references to the ancient commen- 
tators, as teaching that the Jews anciently did not 
understand Lev. xviii., 16, 18, (the force and bind- 
ing obligation of which the Jews to this day fully 
acknowledge,) as teaching this prohibition. But 
this is a matter, which others who have more time 
and opportunities than I have had since being com- 
pelled by your vote to be Mr. McQueen’s counsel, 
will search out and expose, if the allegation be 
wrong. (2.) It is moreover alleged that this prohi- 
bition is the fruit of the great anti-christian heresy. 
Till the time of Constantine, it is supposed never to 
have been brought up in the Christian church. But 
when that power was more fully developed, which 
“forbade to marry, &c.,” a vexatious and absurd| 
catalogue of forbidden degrees was framed, in order} 
that the Church might make gain by granting dis- 
pensations. I remark further, 

That this Assembly has formerly had five clear 
cases of the same character before it, in the earlier 
and later times of the Church, when the fathers 
of the Constitution were yet living. These were 
of marriage with wife’s nieces, indeed, and not sis- 
ters-in-law, But the principle is the same. Such 
marriages are proclaimed to be incestuous and un- 
lawful by the Confession of Faith, (chap. 24, § 4.) 
as decidedly as this marriage in question now. Yet 
the Assembly went no further than to say that while 
they disapproved and could not countenance such 
marriages as being offensive to many good people, 
yet they could not exclude the parties to them from 
the Church, and. recommended to the sessions to 
restore them.'+{Read Digest, pp. 102.) 

Now then, in view of what has been said, I 
would call the attention of the Assembly, to the four 
points following, which ought to be borne in mind 
when the Court is.making up its judgment. 

1. We have been convicted and condemned under| 
a dubious and uncertain Jaw, both as to its meaning 
and its obligation. 

2. We are accused here—and it is for the pro- 
secution to make out our guilt,—and not for us to 
prove our innocence. Let them show that this law 
is * and just and good.” 

3. We have (ried to prove a negative. It is not 
for me to say with what success. \ But I have tried 
to show, that there is no law in the Bible to con- 
demn us. 

4. The punishment inflicted is excessive. 

On these I do not enlarge. But if any one of 
these points is truc, we ask to be acquitted. 

I have endeavoured to argue this question with 
candour and fairness. I have not felt as if I must 
defend Mr. McQueen as a hired advocate; and 
therefore have excluded every thing which might 
be alleged for him, as well as what might be al- 
leged against him, separate from the great Supreme 
law by which he must stand or fall. I doubt not 
the Presbytery acted honestly and conscientiously. 
We complain not of their proceedings; but of their 
finding, which, however sincere, which they them- 
selves, I say ito their honour, rendered reluctantly, 
we impeach as being unscriptural and therefore un- 
lawful. And now, | am done. By our Jaw, I am 
precluded from any further action in this case. I 
have no doubt that this Court will act without fear, 
favour, or affection. And | pray that that promised 
Spirit who alone can guide us safely, may lead this 
Court of our Lord Jesus Christ to that judgment, 
which shall be founded upon the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth. 


Rev. Coxin Mclver said—Eighteen years ago, 
it fell to my lot, in this city, to address the General} 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, in reference 
toa case of Ecclesiastical adjudication, involving 
precisely the same question, which now, under cir- 
cumstances to me peculiarly painful, claims the at- 
tention of this reverend General Assembly. On 
that occasion, I opened the case, by remarking, that 
the subject on which I was then called to speak, 
never was, and I was persuaded, never would be, 
to me, a subject productive of the emallest pleasure; 
that 1 entered on its discussion with that reluctance 
which every man felt, who engaged in a unplea- 
sant duty ; and, by reason of it unpleasantness, that 
I could not be persuaded to embark in it, by any 
consideration, short of a deep conviction of duty. 
¥ Sir, the duty to which I was then called, was un- 
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tressing. The emotions with which I come to the 
consideration of the case, now claiming the adjudi-| 
cation of this Assembly, I shall not attempt to de- 
scribe. The unhappy man, who is the appellant 
in this case, has, in time past, held a high place, in 
the united estimation of* all the brethren of the 
Presbytery of Fayetteville. Weal] loved him, and, 
up to the period at which we found ourselves con- 
strained, by an imperious sense of duty, to arraign 
him, on a criminal charge, we regarded him as a 
brother, worthy of our highest confidence ; and en- 
titled, in an eminent degree, to our personal regard. 
For myself, | may, without affectation, say, that | 
never had a brother who more largely partook of 
my personal affection. Often have I taken sweet 
counsel with him; and walked with him to the 
house of God! Otten, in his society, have I enjoyed 
that pleasure and comfort, which, in the ordinary 
intercourse of life, it is the exclusive privilege of 
kindred and congenial spirits, mutually to impart! 
Often have I held the most pleasant social con- 
verse with him, in relation to the condition, the 
prospects, the purity, the harmony, and all the 
varied interests of our beloved Zion; and, as often 
has my heart been refreshed and comforted by the 
harmony of views which subsisted between us, on 
these diversified topics! With these deeply inter- 
esling recollections before me, you may judge, Mod- 
erator, What a heart-rending task it was for me 
to behold him arraigned betore the Presbytery, and 
to be constrained to concur with my brethren in 
giving judgment against him, for an act violative 
of a jaw, which it was his indispensable duty to 
uphold and support, and tending to load with re- 
proach that Church, of whose purity, we had all 
expected him to be an‘eminentconservator. Pain- 
ful, however, Sir, as we all found this. duty to be, 
(and I confess, that, to me, it was peculiarly so) we 
sensibly felt that we were not at liberty to shrink 
from its faithful performance. We approached this 
painful duty, Sir, under the deep and solemn con- 
viction, that—as office-bearers in the house of God, 
as Judges of a Court of Jesus Christ, we were un- 
der indispensable obligations to “+ knew. no man 
after the flesh,” and that, in the necessary investi- 
gation of the question which cameo ciety be- 
lore us, we were bound, resolutely to resist all 
temptations to the indulgence, either-ef partiali- 
ty on the one hand, or of prejudice, on the other ;— 
ever remembering that, concerning the judgment 
we should render, we must give a final account, to 
Him, who will ultimately judge the world in righte- 
ousnhess, and who is of purer eyes than to behold 
iniquity. Such, Moderator, were the feelings, the 
views, the solemn convictions, under which, the 
Presbytery of Fayetteville acted, whenthey render- 
ed the judgment, from which the appeal, now before) 
you, wastakeh, ‘The records of the Presbytery, 
including that judgment, are now submitted to your 
judicial inspection; and it now gemains for this Gene- 
ral Assembly, after a patient, candid, and attentive 
consideration of what may be urged, on either side 
of the question, to decide, in the fear of God— 
whether the judgment of the Presbytery, in this 
case, is a judgment according to truth and righte- 
ousness. Such a judgment, Nir, | know, that it was 
the sincere and earnest desire, and the honest aim 
and intention of the Presbytery torender. I know, 
Sir, that they earnestly sought to form such a judg- 
ment, while they believed that they were in far 
greater danger of erring from partiality to a beloved 
brother, than from the least tincture of prejudice ; 
and that, by the grace of God, they were enabled 
to render a judgment, sanctioned by the Word of 
God and the standards of our Church, is a proposi- 
tion which I shail endeavour, in the fear of God, 
now to establish. As a further introduction to the 
illustration and proof of this propovition, which I shall 
endeavour to submit, I trust, Sir, that the Assembly 
will excuse me for briefly adverting to the great im- 
portance of the question, which, on this interesting 
occasion, they are, in the provicence of God, called to 
decide. This question, Moderator, is not a question 

mere speculation and amusement, nor is it, in 
any view we can take of it, of small, or inconsider- 
abie moment. It respects the authority of the di- 
vine law, and involves the most serious conse- 
quences. ‘I'he offence against the law of God, of 
which the Presbysery has pronounced our brother 
guilty, is no less a crime, than that of incest. 

hether, in pronouncing him guilty of this erime, 
the Presbytery have, or have not “ judged righte- 
ous judgment,” ig a question which it becomes| 
this Assembly now to examine, carefully, serious-| 
ly, and in the tear of God. In reference to this 
very sin, the words of the Apostle Paul, are—“ Your 
glorying is not good: know. ye not, that a little 
leaven leaveneth the whole lump?" 


Let. incest, } 


patronage, be once tolerated; let the abhorrence 
of that sin become derided, and consequently weak- 
ened and obliterated, which it most assuredly will, 
by such toleration; and what will be the conse- 
quence! A door will be opened to vices of every 
name, and every grade. Adultery, the other mor- 
tal enemy to merriage and virtue, will soon find ita 
public advocates; and the manners of our country 
will, thus, be speedily degraded to the scandalous 
level of the most debauched and abandoned people. 
The watchmen who stand upon the walls and can- 
not discover the adversary, or, who are afraid, and 
refuse to sound an alarm, will become accessary to 
the ruin: But, fearful will be the om ya of 
faithlessand slumbering sentinels. With this solemn 
view of the case before our minds, let us now epter 
on the investigation of the question before us. 

1. Marriage was not devised by man. It is a di- 
wine ordinance, which constitutes an union between 
two@ersons, and renders them no longer twain, but 
one flesh. It was the exclusive prerogative of God, 
to protect and vindicate his own institution ; and he 
has done this in the most authoritative manner, b 
his tive precepts. The revealed- will of 
is, therefore, the only standard, agreeably to which, 
all questions respecting those who may lawfully en- 
ter into that holy state, must be decided. 

2. The kindred created by marriage is real ; and, 
as it respects connubial connexions, is constituted 
by the law of God, as sacred and legal as that which 
is f in blood. To the married persons reci- 
procally, affinity produces a relation, of the same 
grade with consanguinity. The mutual relatives 
become blended, and are equally related to both 
husband and wife, and this degree of kindred re- 
mains permanent. It cannot by the death of either. 
of the parties, be ever changed or dissolved. 

3. Incest is a detestable crime. The human 
mind revolts against it as filthy, injurious to virtue, 
and inimical to the comfort and prosperity of socie- 
ty. God has forbidden incest, in terms which in- 


and interesting question, to the solution of which, 
by the ultimate action of this Assembly, I am per- 
suaded, that multitudes, th hout the length and 
breadth of our widely extended Church, are now 
looking with deep and anxious solicitude: I mean, 
sir, the question—What will this Assembly do, 
with the appeal now before them! The nature of 
the case, sir, and the yes gp by which we profess 
to be governed, would seem to me to restrict, the 
Assembly, to one or the other of only two modes of 
disposing of this important case. A plain, commun 
sense view of the case, woul.! naturally lead men, 
not fumiliar with the practice of former Assem- 
blies in similar cases, to expect that this Assembly 
would dispose of the t case, either by con- 
firming the judgment and sentence of the Presby- 
tery, or, by sustaining the appeal. But past his- 
tory, in this Church, constrains us, sir, in cases of 
this kind, to look beyond the circumference of this 
narrow circle, and to contemplate other modes of 
disposing of such cases, suggested by ingenuity, 
either to evade the responsibility of an honest deci- 
sion, or to put off the evil day as long as possible. 
I sincerely hope, however, Moderator, that this As- 
sembly will not suffer the voice of history to read 
in vain to them lectures of instruction on this sub- 
ject; and that, in disposing of the case now before 
them, they will profit by their own observation, and 
by the experience of others. What, then, will they 
do, with this appeal ? 

Will they, after the example of some former 
Assemblies, send back the case to the Presbytery 
wherein it originated, with some expression of 
opinion, but without decision, to be disposed of,.as 
that Presbytery may think duty and expediency 
may require! If so—in vain do we beast of the 
excellency of our constitution, which protects the 
rights privileges, both of appellants and of ap- 
pellees—in vain, in cases of this kind, may Presby- 
teries look up to the General Assembly tostrength- 
en their hands in the exercise of discipline—and. 


dicate his holy indi fon against it, and his righ- 
teous determination to punish the individuals, who 


commit the grime, and even to inflict -j | 


abominations.’ The Heathen reprobated it: Ma- 
hometans condemn it; the chureh under both dis- 
pensations, for ever censured. it, ad civil govern- 
ments have always considered it @ crime against 
society, and punished it, as such. ~In every form it 
assumes, it is criminal, and whatever approximates 
to this accursed sin, is injurious to the morals 
and character ofthe community. But, a mar- 
riage with a sister-in-law, is not a species of 
distant or slight incest. It is of the highest.grade. 

ho is so near as a sister! What higher incest 
can be practised! There is no collateral relative 
nearer than a sister. ‘It isthe first in that line: 
None, but a mother, or daughter in the lineal de- 
scent, are nearer. It has been demonstrated, that 
the law of God makes a sister by affinity, as near 
to the husband, in respect to marriage, as a sister 
by blood. It is therefore incest of the first degree 
for him to marry his sister-in-law. And shall a 
crime of such magnitude be palliated with frivolous 
arguments, or defended by superficial evasions? Is 
it possible that men of understanding and con- 
science, who fear God, and would not presume to 
justify the wicked, will dare to patronize such 
daring incest? Can they be contented to rest their 
decision on such an interesting subject, upon trivia! 
and unimportant objections? Is the holy law of 
God to be.invalidated, by sophistical subterfuges 
and unfounded inferences? ill not some, who, 
through want of information, have heretofore waver- 
ed on this subject, tremble at recollecting that 
they have been in danger of approving an abomina- 
ble crime? Will they not thank God if the veil be 
now rent, and they withheld from vindicating a 
gross transgression of the divine law? Let it ‘be 
remembered if incest in one degree, and especially 
in one of the highest grade, be indulged, that other 
species of that detestable sin will rapidly multiply. 
Men may soon be found, sufficiently depraved and 
unprincipled, to marry their nieces, and perhaps, 
before long, to take their sisters in blood. It is im- 
possible to foresee, to what depths of debauchery, 
the public manners may be debased, or where the 
horrible scene will close. It must be checked in 
the bud, and if the virtuous part of the community} 
be aroused, and the churches faithful, it can yet be 
successfully resisted; and those scandafbus miar- 
riages, which are a reproach to the Christian name, | 
and a disgrace to the nation, will be no more re- 


peated. | 
4. The law of God is the infallible rule of our 
conduct. In the establishment of a Theocracy 
under the Old Testament, the moral law, and 
inted explanations of all the precepts of the 
ecalogue, were mingled with those which were 


of the respective moral precepts remained essential- 
ly the same; and were not in the least altered, by 
being thus blended in one common code. 

5. In the 18th chapter of Leviticus, chastity is 
commanded, and every species of uncleannéss for- 
bidden. ‘There are various laws in that chapter, 
suited to their different objects. Among other 
crimes,’ which are all denominated abominable, 
incest is first introduced, and occupies a conspic- 
uous place. From the 6th to the 17th verse in- 
clusive, the degrees of kindred, within which God 
forbids marriage, are distinctly enumerated. It is 
a rule of explanation which cannot be controverted, 
that, “‘every precept which expressly names and 
prohibits any particular degree of relation, must be 
understood to comprise all relatives within the 
same degree, as fully as if they had been speciti- 
cally named.” Without admitting this rule, the 
law would have been greatly detective, or must 
have been tediously prolix. While designating 
degrees more remote, stfict attention has been 
given to the relation of brothers and sisters; and 
marriages with those relatives are expressly forbid- 
den. ‘The prohibition extends not only to brothers 
and sisters, by consanguinity, but also, to brothers 
and sisters by affinity. Each is particularly recog-| 
nized. Sisters by blood and sisters by affinity are 
considered as relatives equally near and legal, as 
it respects the marriage connexion, and each is 
equally forbidden. ‘The case of a sister by affinity 
is introduced in the 16th verse. A sister by affinity, 
is either a brother's wife, or the sister of a wife. 
Both are equally sisters; both are allied upon the 
same principle; and both stand in the same degree 
of kindred. To prohibit a marriage with one, is, 
therefore, of course, a prohibition with respect to the 
other sister. Whatever exceptions may be sup- 
posed to have sometimes intervened, in regard to a 
sister-in-law of the former class, there could be 
none to a sister-in-law of the latter. The sister of 
a deceased wife is, without any possible exemption, 
absolutely and for ever prohibited. In this sense} 
the ancient Jews understood the law. They knew 
they were unconditionally forbidden to marry 
the sister of a deceased wife. The law is une- 
quivocal; and, as it regards the Jews, its meaning 
cannot’ be controverted. The only question to be 
decided is, whether this law is ceremonial and pecu- 
liar to Israel; or whether it is moral, and of univer- 
sal obligation? That it cannot be a ceremonial law, 
is evident, from its possessing none of the proper- 
ties of a ceremonia] law. ‘That it is a moral Jaw, 
is certain from its essential connexion, in its ob- 
ject and scope, with the seventh precept of the 
decalogue—trom its express reference to the law. 
of nature, and coincidence with that very law which 
the wicked inhabitants of Canaan had transgressed ; 
and, from its being the only written law in the whole 
Bible, upon the subject of incest—the only stand- 
ard by which the Christian Church can ascertain 
the crime; and, agreeably to which, by proper dis- 
cipline, she can preserve her purity, by excluding 
such criminals from her communion. 


6. Whatever may bé the evasions which men, 
interested in the question, fhay devise, it is undeni- 
ably indecent to marry a sister-in-law. It is inimi- 
cal to public virtue, to innocent intercourse, and 
the comforts of society, and is peculiarly indelicate} 
and cruel to the sister, who is made an accomplice} 
in the crime. 

7. The divine law against incest is of perpetual! 
obligation; and has always been well understood. No 
instruction upon this subject is now needed, nor will 
any be received from incompetent teachers. The 
Church of the New Testament is under the same 
Jaw, with regard to incest, with the church of the 
Old; in every age she has decidedly adopted the pre- 
cepts contained in Leviticus xviii. 6—17, as the 
only standard, by which that crime is to be adjudg- 
ed. It therefore cannot be true, that a marriage 
with a sister-in-law, does not give offence. And 
this consideration alone, abstracted trom the au- 
thority of the divine law which forbids them, ought 
to deter Christians from contracting 
marriages which they know give great offence; 
and as such, are very sinful. Every nation upon earth 

where the Christian religion prevails,protests against 
such marriages, and pronounces them scandalous 
and incestuous ; and every church of every denomi- 
nation, that is pure in the doctrines of the Gospel, 
and faithful in discipline, is always justly offended 
by such forbidden connexions ; and muat, and will, 
without hesitation, exclude from communion any 
member, who marries His sister, whether she be a 
sister by consanguinity, or a sister by affinity, that 
ina sister by blood, oF sister in and by law 


consequently in vain do our ministers, at their or- 
dination, promise to be sealous and faithful in 
maintaining Zion's purity, with the expectation, 
that the highest judicial tribunal in our Chureli 
will encourage their honest endeavours to fulfil 
their solemn vows. But, sir, look for a moment at 
the effect of this temporising practice, in the light 
of history. To say nothing of the testimony of 
Scripture on the subject before us, it is, I believe, 
universally allowed, that the connexion in dispute 
is, to a large portion of our brethren “ exceedingly 
offensive.” 1s there a member of this Assembly, 
sir, but wishes that our Church: were effectual 

purged from this grievous offence? What vase 
then, is there to expect such purification, if,,on the 
part of our Supreme Court of Appeals, a pfactice 
be adopted, and persisted in, which tends to en- 
courage and foster the evil? For one hundred 
and twenty-five years, sir, has this Church, with 
few intervals of exemptiun, been troubled with this 
evil, and we have recorded evidence, yoing to show 
that, had the discipline of our Church, in relation 
to this object of it, progressed, with the same fidel- 
ity with which it was commenced, the evil had long 
since ceased to annoy us. It is clear, then, sir, that 
to return or remand this case back tu the Presby- 
tery, cannot possibly be rendered consistent, either 
with expediency, with propricty, with duty, or with 
justice. 

Well, then, Moderator—shall another ex 
dient be resorted to, on this occasion? Shall this 
case be disposed of as the Assembly of 1824 dis- 
posed of the case of Mr.. Donald McCrimmon, by 
referring the question involved in it to a select 
committee, with direction to report thereon, to th 
next General Assembly? This, | presume, is ot 
to be apprehended, so long as the history of that 
case is fresh in the recollection of the members of 
this Assembly. Besides, the case, being a judicial 
one, and the next Assembly acting on the mere re- 
port of a committee of this Assembly, could not, 
righteously, pass any judgment in, the case—unless 
the parties should again plead their respective 
causes before them—which, I think, could not be 
reasonably required. 

Since, then, it evidently appears, that either 
of the two expedients just adverted to, will suit the 
present case, let us look, for a few moments, at a 
third, for which a past precedent may be pleaded, 
Shall the Assembly, then, in their zeal for the re- 
lief of the appellant in this case, after the example 
of the Assembly of 1826, in the McCrimmon caze, 
again ask the Presbyteries whether they will re- 
scind the last clause of the 4th section of the 24th 
chapter of the Confession of Faith? Sach a course, 
Moderator, if I mistake not, or do not egregiously 
deceive myself, would be, in this case, an experi- 
ment, quite as hopeless as the former one was 
to be frutiless. What, sir !—Did a large and over- 


. Chu d| whelming majorit the P jes, in the 
Faith, to relieve Mr. Donald MeCrimmon—a man 


who was, indeed, a Ruling Elder in our Charch, 
but of so little inence, as scarcely to be known 
beyond the circle of the immediate neighbourhood 
in which he resided, until his transgression had 
given him some degree of celebrit nd now, after 
the question is thus fairly and constitutionally set- 
tled, is it to be expected that the Presbyteries will 
relent, and agree to alter the Confession of Faith, 
to relieve THE Rev. ArcuisaLp McQusen, and le- 
galize his oe with his sister-in-law, in con- 
sideration of the fact that he had stood on a higher 
eminence, and was not only well known, but highly 
esteemed, and greatly beloved, by all the brethren, 
with whom he had been long associated? Sir— 
could such a consideration as this have a prevail- 
ing influence in our Presbyteries—what, suppose 
ou, would be thought, or said of us, by others? 
ould we not, sir, in, such acase, merit the unqua- 
lified condemnation of all serious!y reflecting men ! 
And would not al] such men, in such a case, have 
solid ground for charging us with the grossest par- 
ttality? I fondly hope, sir, and I earnestly pray, 
that the Presbyterian Church, in these United 
States, will never be placed in such a humiliating 
position. But, sir, even if, as the result of such an 
expedient, success could be reasonably anticipated, 
I trust that this Assembly will pause, and reflect 
long and seriously before they will adopt a measure 
so fearfully hazardous, in regard to the tremendous 
consequences, which might naturally be expected 
to follow it. The creed of every Church, sir, as it 
ought to be, derived immediately and wholly from 
the word of God, must be considered as standing on 
ground considerably different from that which sup- 
ports the system of forms and regulations, by which | 
worship shall be conducted, and government admin- 
istered ; and, if it be once rightly settled, can never, 
with propriety, be altered by any change of time, or 
external circumstances of the Church. To touch, 
with a rude hand, thi’ symbol of our faith, and— 
make in it, any retrenchment whatever, would give 
alarm to many of our people, who might suspect 
that this was but the introduction to innovations of 
more importance. And it is by no means to be 
considered as a vulgar or unfounded prejiadice, 
when alarm is excited by alterations and innova- 
tions in the creed of aChurch. There-are mavy 
reasons of the more weighty kind, that will dispose 
every man of sound judgment and accurate ob- 
servation, to regard a spirit of change, in this par- 
ticular, as an evil; pregnant with a host of mis- 
chie's. It leads the Infidel to say, and with appar- 
ent plausibility, that there can be no truth clearly 
revealed in Scripture; because, not only its friends, 
of various sects, but of the same sect, pretend tosee 
truths in it, one time, which, at another, they 
discover and declare to be falsehood. It hurta the 
minds of weak believers, by suggesting to them, 
the same thonght. It destroys the confidence of 
the people, generally, in those who maintain a sys- 
tem which is liable to constant fluctuations. It 
violates settled and useful habits It encourages 
those who are influenced by the vanity of attempt- 
ing 'o improve what wise men have executed, or 
by the mere love of novelty, to give constant dis- 
turbance to the Church, by their crude proposals of 
amendment: and it is actually found to open the 
door to lasting uneasiness, constant alteration ; and 
finaily, to the adoption of errors a thousand fold 
more dangerous and hurtful, than any that shall 
have been gorrected. In a word, sir,.what was 
true, when our Uonfession of Faith and Catechisms 
were framed, is true now. I believe, that this truth - 
has been most admirably and accurately drawn into 
view, in these excellent performances. They have 
e venerable for their age. Our Church has 
flourished under their influence; and we can see 
no reason to alter thém. If there are a few things, 
(and few they must be, and of less importance if 
they exist at all,) which, it might be shown, could 
be expr more correctly, or in a manner less 
liable*to objection, it is not proper, with a view to 
obtain this, to expose ourselves to the great incon- 
veniencies and injuries that fave been specified. 
If,them, Moderator, this Assembly will nei- 
ther remand the case before them, to the Presbytery 
from whence it came—nor refer it to a select com- 
mittee, with instruction to report to the next Gen- 
eral Assembly—nor make it the occasion of a pro- 
| to the Presbyteries to alter the Confession of 
aith, how else will they dispose of it? Will they 
sustain the appeal by reversing the decision of the 
Presbytery! This, indeed, is what the appellant 
in this case, would wish them to do: but, sir, be- 
fore the Assembly can do this, there are some se- 
rious and formidable obstacles lying in their way, 
which must be removed, and for their removal, [ 
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Ve should ask then, ne at suffered 
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rely on the word of God for his proofs. This is | 
: the strong ground. It hes beem said, that as the | 
act of the appellant has been vedly confess. 
or in ling to. any other | 
a ra. the Confession of | 
hough the title of the law means 
| 


i 


riage, should leave a epbject, so important to the 


ral and permanent? 


_ Sabbath, yet we know that in many cases labour on 


_ ordinary circumstances, such a conriexion is in ac- 


the sister of his deceased wife, is prohibited ! 
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founded from | relates to Nor has this part 

of our consttation become have, 

Church ; then, with a sacrilegious hand, every few years, been brought up for adjudication 
then, Modefator, but One course, in ‘this case left} duced in which the General Assembly has felt at 
for this Assembly to pursue, and thet is, in obedi-| liberty to remove the censure inflicted by the in- 
ence to the dictates of common sense,;'to the sug-| ferior judicatories for the violation of the rule. 
of wisdom, to the demands of justice, to As it regards the present appeliznt, the case is 

S salutary provisions of the constitution of our| peculiarly strong. -Some years since, an appeal 
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| id that God instituted marriage, but left to 
a deteion of the civil power, the specification of 
the degrees of kindred within which it t not 
to be contracted. This of course supposes that the 

law in. Leviticus has no reference to marriage. Bu 
of abject there are the strongest 
in the first place, it is in the d im- 
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passages as Lev, xx. 20, 21, 
eannot refer to adultery, but must refer to mar- 


t may be remarked further, that the reference 
of these chapters to marriage is gnetained by the 
almost unanimous consent of the Jewish and Chris- 
tian world. 

Assoming then that the chapters just mentioned 
do refer to marriage, the question arises, Is the law 
which they contain positive and temporary, Or mo 


chapters.was “dying childless. 
therefore, that such 


itive, deriving all their force the express 
Pill of God. Such were the laws under ae old 
dispensation, relating to circumcision, sacrifices, 
Sbistiens; aso: But besides these, there are laws 
founded upon the constitution of things, that is, 
upon the nature of man and the permanent relations 
f society as constituted by God. Such is the com- 
mand, Thou shalt not steal. Theft supposes pro- 
perty, and therefore where there is no property 
there can be no theft. To this class belongs also 
the whole law of marriage. The relation of the 
sexes might not have existed ; or it might have 
existed differently; but as it does exist, the duties 
resulting from it have a foundation permanent as 
the relation itself. 
The laws now in question, it is admitted, are not 
moral! in the sense in which the conimand to love 
God is moral command; but neither are they 
merely positive, founded upon peculiar and tempo- 
rary circumstances, They are to be regarded as 
expressions of the divine will in reference to duties 
arising out of the permanent relations of men. _ 
If what has been said is correct, it follows that 
these Jawe, though permanent, are not absolutely 
immutable. here can be no exception to the 


‘| not be stricken from the Boo 


sential iple-of that part of our system of doc- 


tracted this marriage, knowing the provisions o 
the constitution on the subject; knowing the sen- 
timents of the brethren of his own Presbytery ; 
knowing that the Assembly felt bound by the canon 
s6-long as it.remained unrepealed; and knowing 
also that the Presbyteries had decided that it should 
k. Considered, there- 
fore, as a mere matter of ecclesiastical discipline, 
it is hard to conceive of a case in which a court 
could be more completely shut up to one decision. 
But; after all, as our Confession has no power to 
bind the conscience, -as-it cannot make that to be 
sin which God has not declared to be sin, the main 
question is, whether the marriage under considera- 
tion is forbidden by: the word of uiod ? | 
Assuming now that Lev. chap. xviii. relates to 
marriage, and that the law therein contained is still 
in force, the decision of the question just proposed 
on the principles on, which the law is to be 
intetpreted. If it is to be understodd of cases, that 
is, as specifying the persons who must not inter- 
marry, so that no marriage. is forbidden which is 
not expressly stated, then the mafriage in question 
isnot prohibited, For although it is expressly 
forbidden that a woman should marry two brothers, 
it ie'‘not expressly forbidden that a man should mar- 
ry two sisters. But if the law is to be understood 
as specifying the degrees of relationship within 
which marriage should not be contracted, then the 
marriage under consideration is forbidden. How 
then are we to determine what rule of interpreta- 
tion ought to be adopted? . Not by authority, nor 
by argument, but by inspecting the law itself. 
What does it mean? What. does the Divine Law- 
giver intend to prohibit? That the taw must be 
understood of degrees appears from the following 
considerations, 

’ First, the command is “ None of you shall ap- 
proach to any who is near of kin to him.” This is 
a general prohibition of marriage between near 
kindred. All that follows is but amplification and 
application of this general rule, showing what de- 
grees of nearness of kin constitute a bar to mar- 
riage. And that affinity as well as consanguinity, is 
included in this general prohibition, is evident, be- 
cause of the specifications which follow, the great 
majority refer to relationship by affinity. 
Again, when we come to look at the particular 
prohibitions we find the degree of kindred specified 
as the very ground of the command, and that too 
both in cases of affinity and consanguinity. Thus 
it is said, verse 11, that a man shall not marry the 


she is his sister. The reason given in verses 12, 
13, why a man shall not marry his aunt is, that 
she is the sister of his father or mother. The rea- 
son why marriage with a brother’s wife is forbidden, 
is her relationship to the brother; and in verse 17, 
it is said, 2 man shall not marry the daughter or 
grand daughter of his wife, “for they are her near 
‘kinswomen: it is wickedness.” That is, the fact 
that they are the kinswomen of his wife is the rea- 
son of the prohibition. ‘This passage seems plainly 
to teach that it is wicked to marry the near kindred 
of a wife. 

The law itself, therefore, both in its general 
statement, and in its particular specifications, gives 
the rule of its own interpretation. It is the degree 
of kindred which the law itself says is to be con- 
sidered. If this be so, then the law forbids the 
marriage of a man with the sister of his deceased 
wife, in forbidding the marriage of a woman with. 
the brother of a deceased husband. 

Besides the opposite rule of interpretation leads 
to the greatest anomalies. It is nowhere expressly 


commend, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with } said that a man shall not marry his own daughter ; 


heart; but there are many to 
the command, Thou shalt not kill. we are 
of others without their consent, yet there are cir- 
cumstances in which this may lawfully be done. 
Though the Jews were forbidden to labour on: the 


that day wasa duty. The fact, therefore, that the 
immediate children of Adam intermarried, is no 

that brothers may now marry their sisters 
without violating any law of God. Nor is the fact 
that ander jar circumstances, and for specified 
reasons, @ her was commanded to marry the 
widow of his deceased brother, any proof, that in 


cordance with the divine will. 

But is the law,’in the form in which it is pre- 
sented in the 18th of Leviticus, still binding upon | 
us! 
The answer to this question is included in what 
has already been said. I[t is the expression of the 
will of God as to what is right, not in the tempo- 
rary and peculiar circumstances of the Hebrews, 
but in the permanent relations of society. 
not wey that a Hebrew father must not, for peculiar 
reasohs, marry his daughter; or that a Hebrew 
brother must not, for peculiar reasons, marry his 
sister. But it speaks of fathers, brothers, nephews, 
&c., as such. This is the principle, which, by 
common consent, is adopted in interpreting the 
laws of the Old Testament. Those which were 
merely typical or ceremonial, or which related to 
the peculiarities of the former dispensation, are 
either repealed by the express authority of Christ, 
er expired by their own limitation. But those 
which declare the duties of men as men, of fathers 
as fathers, of brothers as brothers, must continue as 
long as the relations on which they are founded 
continue. Our only rule of duty is the will of 
God; and it matters not how nor when that will 
was expressed. If God has said brothers and sis- 
ters ought not to intermarry, itis a law for all 
brothers, and all sisters, wherever or whenever they 
may live. And this is the more geen fod the rea- 
son assigned for the prohibition is nothing, in the 
peculiar circumstances of certain brothers and sis- 
ters, but the simple fact that they are brothers and 
sisters. 

The law itself moreover contains evidence that 
it was not intended to apply to any one people, or 
toany one time. This evidence consists partly in 
the fect already referred to, that the grounds of the 
prohibition are not peculiar and temporary, but 

enera] and permanent, and pertly in the fact that 
the heathen are said to be subject to the judgments 
of God for the very things here prohibited. The 
18th chapter of Leviticus prohibits marriage be- 
tween near relatives, and several other evils, and 
concludes with the decleration, that for these things 


the heathen -punished. 3 
r of the New Teste- 


‘We have also Ne 
ment, in of the continual obligation of this 
portgon of the Levitical law. The manner in which 
the apostle s in 1 Cor. 5, shows that he re- 

‘the | ce there referred to as a violation 
of a law still in force. And that law could not be 
thet which forbids adultery, for he says the offence 
in question was unheard of even among the Gen- 
tiles, There is ne express re-enactment of the ori- 
ginal law of mar in the New Testament. It 
is no where ex y said that marriage must be 
between one.man and one w , but the contin- 
ued obligation of the original law, implied in the 
creation of one woman for one man, is silently 
taken for granted. In like manner, there is no 
assertion in the New Testament, that near con- 
nexions must not intermarry, we find the unlew- 
fulness of such marriages assumed, And hence 
wherever the Bible has gone, it has carried with it 
the conviction that polygamy and incest are con- 
trary tothe will of God. . 

Again, if we say that the Levitical law of mar- 
ri is no longer binding, we are driven to the 
position that we have no divine law upon the sub- 

t, and that the intermarrying of the nearest 

lood relations is merely an nce against the 

civil law. This is @ which 
community cannot be prevailed u a 
But the question before this 

& man with 


Assembly is, whether the marriage 


As far-as our Confession of Faith is concerned, 
there is no doubt on this point. “The man may 
not marry any of his wife’s kindred nearer in blood 


than he may of his own.” But the question has} °3° 


been asked, are we bound by thisrule? As we are 
sitting here under the itution, are call 

upon not to make laws, but to administer them, 
there would seem to be no room for such a question. 
Surely the courts of the church are bound by the 
eanons of the church. It may, however, be said, 
that neither our ministers nor our church courts 


daughter. 


It does}, 


(Lev. xviii. 7, does not relate to this case,) though 


the law therefore does not refer to 
degrees in its prohibitions, the marriage of a father 
and daughter is not forbidden. . 

It would appear then that we have a revelation 
of the will of God, that those who are nearly related, 
whether by consanguinity or affinity, should not in- 
termarry. The reason of this prohibition seems, ob- 
viously to be the preservation of domestic purity ; 
and we therefore find the general precept carried 
out and applied to the several cases in which, 
according to the usages of the East, relationship 

ve rise to familiar and confidential intercourse. 
The Hebrews needed this daw, not because they 
were Hebrews, but because they were men. And 
accordingly the Christian Church, from the begin- 
ning, and all Christian nations (our own of late ex- 
cepted) have adopted it into their civil or reli- 
gious codes. This is not the place to dwell upon 
the evils which would probably result from breaking 
down the defence erected by God himself around 
the family circle. Viewing, then, this painful case 
either in reference to our own Confession, or to the 
higher authority of the word of God, I must vote to 
sustain the action of the Presbytery. 


Rev. Dr. Brecxinrince remarked, that as it had 
been assumed in the defence that the criminality 
of the act in question, was doubtful, and that the 
act itself was not furbidden in the word of God, he 
would admit that the word of God was our supreme 
rule, and that the matter must be judged by it. 
Should the standards of the Church and the Bible 
come in conflict, there could be no doubt that the 
authority of the latter would be regarded as para- 
mount. If there was no law of marriage laid down 
in the word of God, we had no right to judge or 
condemn any man for the breach of the law; but 
there was such a law; it was revealed in paradise, 
and hence it is competent for an ecclesiastical 
court to adjudicate in the case. The abhorrence 
felt for the crime of incest might be traced more 
to our knowledge of the Scriptures, than to any 
other cause. Incest was commun among those na- 
tions who possessed not the Word of God. Mar- 
riages were contracted in eastern countries between 
persons of the nearest kin; men even married their 
own sisters and daughters, and this conduct was 
justified by many of their philosophers. Such were 
the shocking results to which they were led by the 
law of nature. The Jaw of marriage existed before 
the Levitical law ; it is strictly moral in its charac- 
ter; and as it was given befure the time of Moses, 
so it existed in all its prohibitions after the abroga- 
tion of the Levitical law. Nations which knew 
nothing of the Levitica] law were destroyed for 
their violation of the mga] law of marriage. — 
| It has been contended that. the prohibitions in 
Leviticus relate to uncleannéss, and, not to mar- 
‘riage; but a candid exposition of these prohibitions 
will show that they must selate to marriage. Thus 
when it is said, “ you shall notgepproach to any 
near of kin,” the whole connection shows that mat- 
rimonial connections within cegjain degrees are 
intended to be forbidden, otherWise it will follow 
that uncleanness is not, forbidden except within 
these degrees. The prohibitions of the 18th of 
sficus show that affinity, as*weil as consan- 
iy is included, and that the majority of the 
cases are those of affinity, becaff’e the criminality 
of such connexjons might not be seen without a 
very Man and wife are one, 

it ison this great that the prohibi- 
Vonggrvhich relate to affinity, rest. So intimate is 
*this“{nion, that the parties respectively stand in the 
same relation tg the kindred of each other as to 

It is contended on the part of the defence, that 
as there is doubt whether the act is unscriptural, 
it regta with the prosecution to clear up the doubt. 
He did*not think so. It was clear that such mar- 
riages were directly opposed to the standards of the 
church, and those standards are to be received as a 
correct exposition of the word of God, until the 
contrary is proved. The case is‘against the appel- 
lant, according to the well known terms of our ec- 
clesiastical law, and he must stand impeached 
until hie can make out a case in opposition: The 
weight of proof must rest on him to show that the 
act is scriptural. The practice of the chorch has 
never decided, even. by implication, in favour of 
such marriages; it has relieved no man appealing 
inst a sentence of condemnation for such a 
marriage. In former cases, the General Assembly 
have appeared partially inconsistent with the C 
fession of Faith, but in the spirit of their proceed- 
ings they have maintained it. They have left the 
matter with the Presbyteries, have not at- 
tempted to reverse decisions in which such mar- 


are bound by every minute injunction or declara- 


ri have been condemned. 
“Phe Doctor then minutely examined the law in 


t the s tion} 
It ia an ee 


f| having his deceased wife’s sister is just as great as 


‘participating in his offence. 


daughter of his father or of his mother, because/ 


the Confession of Faith? 


of breaking them, loses no caste, and in the next 


THE 


of ish origin. 
e em further that there were no pruden- 
tial considerations which should be admitted to re- 
lax the. authority of this law, but many on the 
other side which tend to enforse.it. But even if it 
were not so, the word of God should be regarded as 
paramount, and the decision of God is not to be re- 
viewed and reversed by us. In this particular case 
there are no circumstances whieh may be pleaded. 
im, mitigation. The very reasons of appeal used, 
might with the same propriety be used in ex- 
tenuation of any criine. This a t must be 
convicted, or the standards of the Church must be 
ted, .And not only convicted, but adequately 
nished. ‘The Chureh has pronounced the act to 
sinful,.and it must therefore be visited with a 
penalty. The sin is a continued one and therefore! 
the punishment must be continued. The sin of 


his sin in first marrying her. __ 

The duty of the Church is plain. It should set- 
tle this great question, and for ever put an end to 
such connexions. It is a day of defection, but we 
should stand fort boldly for the truth of God, and 
make our decision in view of the consequen- 
ces which will follow an affirmation of the decision 
of Presbytery, and the deplorable evils which must 
result from its reversal. 


The Rev. B. F. Sranron, said this debate, Mr. 
Moderator, has taken a wide scope. A great many 
things have been said that could be answered; posi- 
tions taken, that could be shown to be fallacious. If 
I could express a wish at this time, it would be, that 
the brethren would all speak out. upon this subject ; 
that those brothers who ‘have been so eloquent to- 
day, would give their opinions to the world, and | 
think Mr. Moderator, they would \ be put to greater 
difficulty to maintain the positions they-have assumed | 
than, perhaps, they are awgte of.. is a ques- 
tion that will go forth and exercise a great influence 
in this world. If Mr. McQueen be guilty of the 


horrid crime of incest, for horrible it is, in thet of the Presbyterian Church. upep this subject, and| : 


aspect in which we can view it, there is no punish- 
ment that could be too severe for him. But, Mr. 
Moderator, the question to be decided here is, whe- 
ther the act for which brother McQueen has been 
suspended from the miristry, beancest? The brother, 
in his reply to the Presbytery says that it is not, or 
that it is doubtful, and that in view of that doubt, he 
ought to be acquitted. The Presbytery, in their 
reply, allege that it is doubtful whether the Bible 
does not forbid the brother’s act, or in other words, 
it is doubtful whether the brother be innocent, and 
they would, therefore, convict him, and have judg- 
ment to follow at all events. If, Mr. Moderator, this 
be a crime, it would seemstrange that so large a 
portion of the Christian world cannot see it. Sir, 
it becomes us to be modest in our judgments, for if 
this be in reality the horrid crime of incest, and we 
are so blind not to see it, we, who take the side of 
the brother, deserve the sentence of this church for 
Is this Assembly pre- 
pared to take a position they have never before 
taken? No Assembly that has ever sat has ever de- 
clared this act to be incest. The very fact that the 
Presbytery who condemned brother McQueen felt 
pain in passing seutence upon him, proves that 
there is great doubt upon the subject; and they 
should have hesitated long and prayerfully before 
they put this stigma upon his fair fame; passed upon 
him sentence of excon ication from the Church 
of Christ; heaped infamy upen the head of her, who 
has acted innocently in this matter; and given to 
his helpless children the heritage of bastardy. But 
the article in the Confession of Faith is held up be- 
fore us to influence our judgments; and from what 
I have heard to-day, I begin to doubt the propriety 
of confessions and authoritative creeds. 

I have not been long in this Assembly, and I have 
seen here to-day what [| never saw befure, and what 
has struck me with astonishment. On this floor, in 
the presence of learned and pious fathers of the 
church, I have seen the Confession of Faith put 
in the place of the word of God. Mr. Moderator, | 
fear we do not distinguish between the fundamental 
doctrines of this Confession and those that are minor 
and indifferent—things of no essential importance. 
There is nothing “jure divino” in the mere forms 
of this confession, as is proven by the fact that in 
no less than fifteen particulars they are neglected ; 
and, sir, it is universally conceded that in some of 
them they ought to be disobeyed to be consistent 
with the enlarged morality of-an enlightened age. 
The decision of this body is te come under the re- 


; 
view of a0 spugits charged apon brother McQueen 


are offeuces, and that they commend themselves as 
such to the judgments of all mankind. I hold, sir, 
that a vast majority of the people.of the United 
States look upon this as no offence; and I am as- 
sured that if we pass laws, or make decisions that 
are contrary to the opinions of all the world, our 
decisions and laws will fall into contempt. ‘The 
Rev. gentleman then went on to say that these 
arguments were only applicable when the points 
were indifferent; but when, on the contrary, they 
involved doctrines clearly laid down in the Bibie, 
and where there was no doubt upon the subject, the 
opinions and practices of the world were to go 
for nought. He contended that the Bible did not 
forbid the inarriage of a deceased wife’s sister, and 
that the opinions and practices of some of the most 
pious and learned men the world ever saw, furnish. 
ed very good and conclusive commentaries upon} 
those passages which the brethren wished tostrain 
so as tocover the case now under consideration. 

The infallibility of creeds, continued the Reverend 
gentleman, is a doctrine which none but the Church 
of Rome has ever asserted. If we receive the in- 
terpretations of the framers of the Confession of 
Faith, as infallible, we do what they themselves 
never dreamed of asking at our hands. Why, sir, 
the Church of Rome, that mother of harlots, as we 
are wont to designate her, claims nothing more. 
Aud yet her doctrines, and this one in particular, 
we are wont to denounce as anti-Christian. No, 
sir. This confession is but the marked declaration 
that the framers believed thus and so; and among. 
other things they asserted, as a fundamental doc- 
trine, that the consciences of men were to be free 
and untrammelled. > 

But brethren tell me that the Levitical law is 
now in force. If such be the case, what right have 
they to dispense with any portion of it! What 
right have they to dispense with the punishment of 
death, which that law annexes to certain offences; 
and, if their. construction of the law be correct, to 
this offence also? Or do they undertake to judge 
for all the world, to suit perhaps their own conve- 
nience, what portion of it is ifi force and what obso- 
lete? Do they claim that right for the framers of 
Sir, if the Confession of 
Faith is to be received as the only true exponent of 
the Biblg, then 1 want none of it. 

After referring to the gentleman who had been 
prevented from being sent to this Assembly, be- 
cause he entertained doctrines favourable to Mr. 
McQueen, and because he had written a pamphlet 
upon the subject, Mr. S. continued :—This pamphlet 
was sent down to the Presbytery of Fayetteville, 
when the subject was under discussion; and so con- 
clusive are its arguments, that no members of the 
Presbytery sbould be so wanting cotimon sense, 
as not to rise from its perusal witt: the conviction. 
forced upon their minds, that the act of brother 
McQueen was perfectly allowable. The enlight- 
ened opinions of all mankind, at the present day, 
are against this prohibition, and this Presbytery, 
deciding against the brother, have shown them- 
selves a century behind the age. There is a law 
upon the subject in Virgifpja, and I was informed a 
few days since, by an eminent member of the bar 
in that State, that so much was public sentiment 
opposed to the law, it could not be carried into} 
eftect. No persons could be convicted under it, or 
if they were, the fine imposed was but nominal, 
and the defendant lost no particle of his respecta- 
bility. And what, sir, is the use of lawe, if public 
opinion attaches no odium to their violation, when 
the man who has been tried, and perhaps convicted 


moment after is received into the bosom of the fam- 
ily of the judge who passed sentence upon him? 

We have been told, Mr. Moderator that the world 
was destroyed on account of the prevalence of this 
horrid crime of incest. Now, sir, the Bible, | believe, 
gives a very succinct account of that event; and I 
should like those brethren to put their finger upon 
the passage which warrants that construction. All 
sorts of abominations were practised by the Antede- 
luvians, and no doubt incest was among the number; 
but can a passage be shown whcre the divine indig- 
nation was manifested against them for marryin 
their deceased wives’ sisters? The sons of God too 
wives of the daughters of men; a race of giants 
sprung from this unholy alliance; and violence was 
upon the face of the earth. These were the causes| 
assigned for man’s destruction. | 

Mr. Stanton then-read a letter from Mr. Marshall, 
of the State of New Yark, giving his views upon 
the subject, and reciting a similar case, wherein the 
Synod of New York, with but one dissenting voice, 
decided in favour of the legality of these aaeagee 
The crime of the act, continued Mr. S., is only a 


t of the Bible declares} 


PR 


the individual to-discipline. The pamphlet of Mr. 
Marshall was again referred to; and recommended 
to the consideration of the Assembly. 

It hae been said that ‘a sentence of suspension 
bears hard upon the accused; ‘bot I say, if he be 
guilty, let him die the death. [ask for no mistaken 
sympathy; which, before an ecelesiastical tribunal, 
professing to judge according t the word of God, 
is the most reprehensible of weaknesses. But, while 
we sit in judgment, let us bear ip mind that we are 
criminals, in the eye of God, sitting in judgment up-| 
on a criminal; and that, as poor, weak, erring mor- 


tals, we are liable to commit gross errors, particular-|' 


ly when we launch out upon theishoreless ocean of 
construction and inference. Letas stick to the plain 
Jetter of the law ; and let those byothers, who are so 
anxious to inflict discipline, take4he words of Christ 
into their thoughts, and emulatemore of his lon 
suffering and disinclination, while epon this world, 
to pass judgment upon his people: » And to what 
end da you presume to inflict punishment upon the 
brother? If, sir, he were to do now, what it is the 
aim of your discipline to bring him to.do—if he were 
new to put away from him the wife of his bosom, 
whom he has.sworm before God to'be faithful to, 
and to protect and defend, he wonld richly deserve, 
not only the punishment of thie world, but of the 
world to come. He would and receive too, 
the execration of all mankind. would exercise a 
repentance that would need to be repented of; and 
if he continued so to repent, hewotid lie down at 
last onder the wrath of God. } if 


Sir, this case may be decided against brother Mc-|. 


Queen, and, from poner indicaens, I fear it will 
be so decided. But I tell younow your decision 
will not stand; the subject will egmemp again, when 
I apprehend the brethren whe, havedistinguished 
“theinsel ves upon this floor for the lag two days will 
find it extremely difficult to majntajn their present 
Mr. Stanton referred to the agtion of the fathers 
‘he concladed by calling upon theAsgembly to pause 
before they denounced as criminal, that which the 
ood and great men, who stood as the pillars of our 
aith in early and perilous times, elearly permitted. 


Fortlie Presbyterian. 


THE MARRIAGE QUESTION. 


Mr. Editor—I send you a passage from a 
recent work of high authority supon an interest- 
ing subject recently agitated béfore the General 
Assembly, together with a reféreace to some of 
the numerous authorities upon the subject. 

Layman. 


Extract from Strory’s Commentaries on Conflict 
of Laws. ch. 5. Title Sec. 115. 


*‘ Hitherto we have been speaking of cases 
of relation by consanguinity; between which 
and cases of relation by affinity,there seems to 
be a clear and just moral differtnce. The Eng- 
lish law, however, has treated both classes of 
cases as falling within the same predicament of 
prohibition by the Levitical Lay. Hence it has 
been there held, that a marnage between a 
father-in-law and the daughter of his first wife by 
a former marriage is incestuous and unlawful; 
(1) and, indeed, there seems something repug- 
nant to social feelings in such marriages. ‘The 
prohibition has also been extended in England 
to the marriages between a — and the sister 
of his former deceased wife; but upon what 
ground of Scripturai authority it has been 
thought very difficult to affirm, (2) In many, and 
indeed in most of the American States, a differ- 
ent rule prevails, and marriages between a man 
and the sister of his former deceased wife are 
not only deemed in a civil sense fawful ; but are 
deemed in a moral, religious and Christian sense 
lawful, and exceedingly praiseworthy. In some 
few of the States the English mle is adopted, 
Upon the continent of Europe most of the Pro- 
testant countries adopt the doctrine that such 
marriages are lawful. 


Note 1. Blackmore and Brider, 


R000, IWore;.S. €. 2. Phill. 
Eccles. R. 359. 


Note 2. Burns Eccles. Law, tit Marriages, 
1; 1. Black, Comm. 434, 435, Christian’s Note. 
(2,) citing Gibson’s Codex. 412; Harris v. 
Hicks, Salk. 548; Hall v. Good, Vaughan, R. 
302, 312; Freemouth v. Watson, 1 Phill. 
Eccles. R. 355; Chick v. Rawsdale, 1 Curtis, 
R. 34; Com. Dig. Baron and. Feme, B. 2, B. 
4; 2 Inst. 683; Bac. Abridg. Marriage, A. 


Lord Chief Justice Vaughan, in delivering the} 


opinion of the Court in Harrison v. Burwell, 

(Vaughan, R. 206; S.C. 2. Vert. R. 9,) says, 
that a man is prohibited by the statute 832 Hen. 
8, (ch. 38,) to marry his wife’s sister. But with- 
in the meaning of Leviticus, (ch. xviii. v. 14,) 
and the constant practice of the Commonwealth 
of the Jews,‘a man was prohibited to marry his 
wife’s sister only during her life; after, he 
might. So the text is. Vaughan, R. 241; S. 
C. 1 Vent. 17. There seems a discrepancy 
between what is here said, and his judgment in 
the subsequent case of Hall v. Good. Vaughan, | 
R. 302. 312. 320. The opinion of Lord Chief 
Justice Vaughan, in both cases, and the case of 
Butler v. Gastrill. Gilbert, Eq. R. 156, are full 
of learning and instruction on the subject of the 
Canonical and Ecclesiastical prohibitions of 
marriage. Dr. John H. Livingston, of New 
Jersey, has written an elaborate dissertation. 
upon the subject of the marriage of a man with 
his sister-in-law (wife’s sister) which was print- 
ed at New Brunswick, N. J. in 1816. It holds 
the doctrine, that such marriages are ‘Scriptu- 
rally incestuous. ‘The opposite doctrine has 
been maintained by many able writers. See 
also 2 Kent. Comm. Lect. 26, p. 85, 30. Ed. 
Note. ‘There are some very able articles on 
this subject in the London Quarterly Law Ma- 

azine for May, 1839, vol. 21. p. 871; in the 
Dies Legal Observer for January, 1840; 
and in the London Monthly Law Magazine for 
May, 1840. All these articles are designed to 
show, that the most learned writers have dif- 
fered upon this subject, and to establish, that 
the doctrine is ill-founded, and ought to be 
abolished. Grotius maintains in strong terms, 
that there is no foundation for the prohibition. 
Certe, canonibus antiquissimis, qui apostolici 
dicuntur, qui duas sorores atteram post alteram 
duxisset aut ddsapedyv, id est fratris aut sororis 
filiam, tantum a clero areétur. Grotiis De 
jure Belli, B. 2, ch. 5,§ 14,0.2. 

Note 3. This is certainly the law ia all the 
New England states, and in NewYork. Green- 
wood v. Curtis, 6 Mass. R. 378; $379. In Vir- 
ginia, the English rule prevails. Common- 
wealth v. Perryman, 2 Leigh R. 717; 2 Kent, 
Comm. Loc. 36, p. 85, note (a.) Dr. Jeremy 
Taylor and Sir Wm. Jones both contend that 
the Levitical degrees do not by any law of God 
bind Christians to their observation. See Lon- 
don Quart. Law Magazine, vol. 2t, p. 373, 374. 
In Prussia, Saxony, Hanover, Baden, Mechlen- 
bergh, Hamburg, Denmark, and in most other 
of the Protestant States of Europe, the rule pre- 
vails, that aman may lawfully marry the sister 
of his former wife. Id. p. 376, It is otherwise 
in Scotland. Ersk. Inst. B. 1, tit. 6, § 9. 

Note by Correspondent,—\t may be added 
that Chancellor Kent remarks, 2d Comm. p. 
83, 4, that “the Levitical degrees were not 
considered to be binding as a mere rule of mu- 
nicipal jurisprudence.” He also informs us,} 
that Mr. N. Webster, in his Essays, published 
at Boston, in 1790, ch. 26, held the affirmative 
of the question, ‘* whether it be proper or lawful, 
in a religious or moral sense, for a man to 
marry his deceased wife’s sister.” 

In Cooper’s notes to his edition of the Insti- 
tutes of Justinian, this passage occurs, p. 423. 

‘Formerly the Raman law prohibited mar- 
riage between persons in direct affinity only, 
Dig. 38. 10. 4. 6—7. L. 17. Cod. de nupt., 
but afierwards thé imperial constitutions for- 
bade it between a brother-in-law and a sister- 
in-law in the collateral line. L. 5 and 8, Cod. 
de Incest. et Inst. Nupr. 1.”. 


This author leaves the general question in}. 


tter of inference. No 
i¢to be such; and if we decide that it is criminal, 


doubt. See p. 428, where the Levitical doy 


ity of reason,” and that the Levitical compu- 
tation was restored and made a part of their 
Canon Law by express enactments of the time 


of Henry the 8th. He informs us that “the 
apologists for marriage with the sister of a for- 
mer wife, appear to rely, not a little, on a 
pamphlet, entitled, ‘The legal degrees of 
Marriage stated and considered in a series 0 
Letters to a Friend, by John Alleyne, Esqr., 
Barrister at Law, London, 1775, republished 
1810.’” Poynter’s Treatise is to be found in 
the 13th vol. of the Law Libriry. 

Neither the Puritans of New England, nor 
the Primitive Settlers.of New York, nor the 
Quakers of Pennsylvania, seem ever to have 
adopted this portion of the English Canon Law 
of the time of Henry the 8th, as a part of their 
Legislative code, ) or to have recognized it by 
judicial decision. 


Virginia and one or two other states of the] ho 


Union alone retain it. | 
The legal consequences of such a marriage, 
in countries where prohibited by law, are cu- 
rious. Jt is not held absolutely void, but void- 
able only. If either party dies, without a de- 
cree of divorce, the survivor succeeds to all 
the rights of a legal union.* Ifthe marriage 
be solemnized in a country where it is held to. 
be lawful, it will not be dissolved in another 
‘country where unlawful,’ tnless, indeed, it be 


‘done in evasion of the laW- of the prohibiting 


state by its own citizens. 


* 1 Black. Com. 434, 435. But by.a recent act 
of Parliament, 5th & 6th William 4th, ch. 54 
(1835,) this rule has been altered. 


DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 


PainruL Accipent.—Mr. James Blood was in- 
stantly killed, Mr. John Pratt, and Wm, Garfield 
dangerously wounded, and twenty other persons se- 
verely injured, by the giving way of a beam whilea 
number of the citizens of Langdon, New Hamp- 
shire, were engaged in raising the roof and belfry of 
a new meeting house on Friday week. 


RegsusciraTrep.—Mr. Charles Gullatt, of Loudon 
county, Virginia, was not long since struck by 
lightning, while sitting in his house, and prostrated 
to all human appearance, in death. .When in this 
condition, several neighbours came to witness the 
lamentable scene. Cold water was thrown profusely 
on the body, and in the course of twenty minutes he 
began to exhibit signs of returning animation. The 
patient finally recovered, but stated that his sensa- 
tions and pain experienced during the moments of 
revivification were terrible beyond the power of lan- 
guage to describe. . 


Passencer VesseLs.—The ship Philadelphia, at 
New York, from Liverpool, has been seized for 
having forty more passengers than are allowed by 
law; and the British barque Hindoo, for having 
ninety more. The barque Science has also been 
libelled for having seven too many. A forfeiture of 
the vessel takes place when the excess is twenty 
and upwards; and a fine of $150 imposed on each 
when less than that number. A child, equally with 


an adult, is considered a passenger. 


Ruope Isianp.—We learn from the Providence 
Journal, that on Thursday evening, 2d inst., Wm. 
H. Smith was arrested on a charge ef Treason 
against the State, in claiming to act as Seczetary of 
State under the Suffrage Constitution. He pleaded 
not guilly, but admitted the specific charge. The 
law making that act treason he alledges has been re- 
pealed. He was committed to prison. The Jour- 
nal says that he was at the late Woonsocket Suf- 
frage meeting, and it is reported that he then issued 
military commissions in the name of the State. The 
Governor and Council of the State have recently re- 
commended to the citizens increased attention to 
military discipline. They.are requested to form vo- 
lunteer companies of from fifty to one hundred men, 
— meet frequently under the present militia offi- 


Pho Now Veork 


‘In addition to the perusal of the Providence papers, 


we have conversed with several intelligent gentle- 
men from that city, who really think that the Dorr- 
ites are preparing for another armed demonstration. 
It has been ascertained that two pieces of artillery 
were shipped from this city Jast week for the use of 
the insurgents. ‘They were landed at Norwich to 
be transported by railroad to the vicinity of the 
northern part of Rhode Island. It is also known 
that four hundred cartouch-boxes were received by 
the insurgents at Woonsocket from Boston, on Fri- 
day night last. It is also believed that Dorr and 
his partizans have received funds to a considerable 
amount, from some as yet unknown persons—some 
from Maine, and some from New York. The gov- 
ernment of Rhode Island is not inactive, but is ma- 
king the best preparations for an effectual settlement 
of the affair, should another open revolt appear. 


Decision in Bankruptcy.—In New York two im- 
ortant decisions have recently been made by Judge 
etts. The first in a case where the petitioner had 

entered into an engagement with a house as clerk 
and general agent, at a salary of $1500 a year, and 
one-third the net profits of the establishment, should 
any accrue. This the creditors claim to be proper- 
ty, and insist that it should have been placed in the 
schedule. The court held otherwise, deciding that 
the prospective proceeds of a man’s jabour cannot be 
claimed by a creditor in bankruptcy. The other is 
where a petitioner owned half a family tomb in the 


marble Cemetery, which the assignee has requested: jsaes the principal magazins des modes and re- 


to have placed in his hands as the property of the 
bankrupt. ‘The court held that a family burial place 
belongs rather to the dead than the living, and every 


feeling of humanity prompts that it should be held | - 


sacred. It decided that the tomb must not be con- 
sidered as a portion of the assets. 


Frinanciers.—In the Great Western 
came passengers, J. Horsley Palmer, a prominent 
Director of the Bank of England, and the head of 
the house of Palmer, McKillop & Dent; and Sam- 
son Ricardo of the firm of J. & P. Ricardo & Co., 
a leading house in the London Stock Exchange. 
The former gentleman comes on business relating to 
the assets of the North American Trust and Bank- 
ing Company. ‘The latter holds and represents a 
large amount of Mississippi stocks, and cogaes to 
find out what chance there is of realizing any thing 

Fresnet anv Loss or Lire.—On the 19th ult. 
there was a vreat rain in the counties of Smith, 
Macon, and Jackson, Tennessee, which ina few hours 


the Cape 


*India. 


, $322,000 have been already subscribed on 


raised the streams so that mills, dwellings, and other 
description of houses were swept-away. A Mr. Left- 
wich and his wife and two negroes were drowned. 

Loss or Brittso Steam. Sure. Mepina.—The 
British mai] steam ship Medjna, Capt. Burney, 
which left England April 17, was wrecked on the 
Northeast reef of Turks Island on the night of May 
lith. The passengers, stores, and.furniture were all 
saved, the vessel had re, and will be.a total loss, 
The steam ship Tweed, Capt. FranFlin, and the mail 
schooner Larne were at Turks Island, and received 
the passengers and mails. Among the passengers 
were His Excellency Lord Elgin, the new Governor 
of Jamaica and lady. 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


By the arrival of the steam ships Columbia at 
Boston, and the Great Western at New York, we 
have received our regular files of British papers to 
May 2ist, inclysive. 

The Cotton Market remained firm, and prices were 
fully supported. ‘The sales at Liverpool on the 18th 
amounted to 5000 bales. 

Flour and Wheat were in more Mand. Flour 


had advanced from 28s. tg 28s. 6d, per bbl. in bond. 


‘The Money market remained about the same as at 
the last advices. 

There continued to be a great many failures in 
the commercial business of London, and also in 


‘the maonfacturing towns. One of the heaviest 


houses/in Manchester, stopped payment on the 
14th of May. 

The Southern counties of England had suffered 
somewhat from drought, while in the Northern part 
the season was quite wet. On the whole, vegeta- 
tion was quite promising. 

‘The disturbances in some portions of Ireland still 
continued, and wete generally traceable to the ex- 
citement on the subject of “ Repeal.” ‘The count 
try in and about Tipperary, was in a very excited 
condition. 

The London 
talists not to meddle with the United States Loan, 

d say that none of it can be taken there until our 

rupt States pay up. : 


Bight ew islands in- the Paci, ase sisted by! 


+ The British goVernment had sent over a large 


Sir James Graham had introdaced a bill to con- 


abolish the unions constituted under what is com-| 


continue to caution the eapi-|’ 


English whaler; they are fertile, inhabited, and 
considerable extent. . 

A Kilmarnock paper says—“ Scarcaly a day 
elapses without rtures of emigrants epee. 
place, com of agricalturalists, mechanics, a 
other classes of the commanity.” 

A curious discovery of a villa, with va- 
rious antiquities, has been made at Comberton, in 
Cambridgeshire. It is described as nearly as per- 
fect as some of the houses at P ii. 

The sloop Fantome, commanded by Capt. Butter- 
field, has captured nineteen slave vessels, and libe- 
rated 2261 slaves during the twenty months she has 
been employed on the coast of Angola. 

The amount of the annuities paid to the royal 
family of Great Britain in the year ending the 5th 


of January, 1841, exclusive of the Queen and Prince aga! 


Albert, was £313,197. 

The Limerick Chronicle states that there was 
snow on the Kerry mountains, in Ireland, on the 
15th of May. : 

A successful experiment has been made in Lon- 
don, by several distinguished physicians, in remo- 
ving a cataract from the eye by means of galvanism. 

Seven more ships, with 1600 troops, had sailed 
from England for India, which shows a determina- 
tion on the part of the government to push the war 
against Affghanistan. re 

A great fire has oceurred.in the Austrian town of 
Steijer, which consumed upwards of four hundred 

uses. 


The Homeopathic system has been prohibited by 

a government order in Bavaria. 

ord Brougham has traneferred to the London 
University College upwards of a hundred books, 
printed by the government press at Cairo, and pre- 
sented to his lordship by Mehemet Ali. 

Another conspiracy has been detected to assassin- 
ate the King of the French. A number of pers >ns 
have been arrested in Parisy amongst others the 
notorious Considere. Among the projectiles seiz- 
ed were several intended for tlie ‘destruction of the 
King, by being thrown into the tarriage, and to as- 
gassinate as many of his family as might happen to 
accompany him. | 

Mr. Redhoase, an English: otientalist, employed 
as translator at the Porte, has just finished a Turk- 
ish dictionary arranged in alphabetical order, a mode 
to which the Turks are not yet accustomed ; for 
hitherto, to find a word in the old Turkish diction- 
aries was a work of labour, and sometimes, by mis- 
taking a root, labour in vain. 

At Sierra Leone last year, nine European women 
died out of a total of thirteen, then residing in the 
colony; the colonists nevertheless accounted it a 
heathly season. 

A piece of gold weighing five ounces and a half, 
the heaviést piece of unwrought gold yet found in 
Ireland, was picked up in the Wicklow mines re- 
cently. 

There are calculated to be 18,000,000 barrels of 
oats in merchants’ stores in the city of Limerick. 

A baker in Belfast, Ireland, announces that he has 
imported a large quantity of flour from America, ad- 
vertising that he can sell ** Six and a half pounds of 
the. best bread ever made in Ulster, for one shil- 
Jing.” 

A letter has been received from Algiers, May 1, 
announcing that General Changarnier had just made 
a successful excursion against the Arabs, and cap- 
tured 6000 head of cattle. 

The correspondent at Alexandria of the Sema- 
phore de Marseilles states, under date of April 26, 
that 21,000 stands of arms had been landed there by 
an English steamer, and had been immediately for- 
warded to Suez for the use of the British troops in 


Letters from Geneva of the 13th of May state that 
the sittings of the’Constitutional were be- 
coming daily more stormy, and that the anarchists, 
headed by a Captain of the Swiss Guards in the ser- 
vice of Charles X. and a former member of the Pari- 
sian press, were preparing a revolutionary movement. 
The demagogues of Zurich and Berne were said to 
have recommended the Genevese agitators to raise 
the standard before the opening of the Federal Diet, 
which will probably take place in the beginning of 
summer. 


AwruL of one of 
the City of Hamburg by Fire.—The city of Ham- 
burg, the great commercial emporium of Germany, 
one of the most flourishing on the continent of Eu- 
rope, is a heap of ruins. The fire, which broke out 
on Wednesday night, the 4th of May, and which, 
there is every reason to believe, was the work of an 
incendiary, extended to fifty-two streets, most of 
which were reduced to ashes. On @ rough caleula- 
tion, the loss of property was from three to four 
mittions sterling, Bat it is believed that the total loss 
many lives were lost, but a great namber of persons 
must have perished. The canals through the city 
were dry, so that no water could be found. The 
fire raged from Wednesday night to Saturday morn- 
ing. 

‘On the latter day, at nine o’clock, the Danish, 
Hanoverian, and Prussian troops entered the town, 
and being well supplied with gunpowder, com- 
menced blowing up the housea to arrest the pro- 
gress of the flames. ‘This was completely effected 
by Sunday morning. The Senate ordered every per- 
son to leave the town, and nothing could exceed the 
heart-rending spectacle of thousands of poor people 
frantic with their losses, and without the means of 
procuring food or shelter. 

The Hamburger Nove Zeitung, of the 10th May, 
thus sums up the results of the sad catastrophe: 
Sixty streets, containing from 1500 to 2000 houses, 
lie smouldering on the ground, and form a fearful 
but picturesque ruin. Two splendid churches, with 
steeples exceeding four hundred feet in height, an- 
other ehurch with its tower, the Rath Haus, where 
the Senate hold their sittings, the old Exchange, the 
repository of the archives, the building of the Patri- 
otic Society, are all destroyed. The Reichspast 
Amt, nearly all the great booksellers, the offices of 
two newspapers, (the Borsenhalle and the Corres- 
pondent,).nearly all the great hotels and inns, (the 
Old London, the Belvidere, Hotel de Russe, St. 
Petersburgh, Street’s Hotel, the Crown Prince, the 
Wild Man, the Bramer Amthaus, the Black Ele- 


positories of fashion, and nearly all the chief apothe- 
caries, are destroyed. The following are safe: the 
cellar where the bullion is deposited at the Bank, 
the Gatharinen strasse, der Wandralume de Retchen 
strasse, &c.”’ 

The Hamburg Zeitung of the 13th states 
that the losses are computed as follows: 3 ,000 
of dollars for goods burned in the warehouses; 20,- 
000,000 dollars for the furniture and other valuables 
in warehouses; and this is independent of the value 
of the houses destroyed, which are proposed to be 
rebuilt by a state loan. 

Great efforts are making in al] parts of Eu:ope, 
and espécially in England, for the relief of the un- 
fortunate sufferers by the great fire in Hamburgh. 
Meetings-are called for in all the principal cities, 
and large amounts subscribed for this object. It is 


ontinent. 
dvices from Hamborgh, of the 14th, state that 
in clearing away the ruins one hundred and sixty / 
bodies had already been found. The umber of 
houseS tgtally destroyed was 1500, and 720 more 
‘were so lnjured as to be uninhabitable. 

A meeting was held in London on the 20th for the 
relief of Hambitrgh, the Lord Mayor; residing. <A 
large committee ot appointed to receive donations. 


supply of tents and blankets, and £10,000, already 
subse. ibed, had been sent over. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


The British Parliament.—Sir Robert Peel was 
still carrying out his measures with a s rong hand, 
and his * manageable majority” came fully up {o the 
scratch, and obeyed his behes® as fully and* fer- 
vently as he could desire. There was merely a show 
of opposition by the liberal Whigs, out of respect to 
the past administration; but still coupled with a 
disposition to give the Premier plenty of rope, and 
hold him responsible for the use of it. 

_An examination into certain election frauds had 
disclosed a system of profligacy without a parallel 
in the history of representation. Mr. Roebuck had 
made himself very conspicuous in ferreting out these 
frauds. Several members of the Commons had left 
their seats and gone home, rather than suffer an in- 
vestigation as to the means by which they f° there. 
Among them were members from Lewes, Harwich, 
and Penryn. 


tinue the new poor law five years Ipnger, and to 


monly called Gilbert’s Act, in order that the law 
— be uniform throughout the country. 

n the 20th of May, in the House of Commons, 
Lord Palmerston asked whether the report of the 
commission = out by him to explore the 
boundary line 
House 


Sir R. Peel said he understood that a report had 


been received in 1840, which had not been laid on} * 


ould soon be laid on the table of the 7 


95 


pepers, to have been discovered by wee completed, thé report. would be laid on 
e. 


In the House of Commons on the 10th of May, 
Sir Robert Peel brought on the new ‘Fariff, aud 
made the leading speech on that subject, at great 
length. He also gave notice of his intention to 
bring up the Inccme Tax Bill for its third readine-. 
on the 23d of May. 3 

FROM FRANCE. 

In the French Chamber of on the 18th 

of May, M. de Boissy persisted in his calls on M. 
Guizot for explesations respecting the slave trade 
treaty. The questions related to alledged ill- 
treatment of French sailors by British cruisers. M. 
Guizot denied that any such cases had occurred.— 
The language of several members was very decided 
inat the ratification of the treaty. 
On the 17th M. Guizot had declared that the 
treaty would not be ratified. He repelled the iden 
that the Government would be more ready to ratify 
after the dissolution of the Chambers, and concluded 
with these words : 

The line of conduct which I adopted two months 
ago in refusing to ratify the treaty } will equally pur- 
sue when the doors of this building are closed, and, 
in the acthal state of things, Lconceive that Ishould 
fail in my duty were I to recommend the ratification. 

The fullowing remarks on the refusal of France to 
ratify the treaty are from the London San. 

“* So far-then, ae regards France, thereis an end of 
the controversy. During the life of the present 
neration France will not ratify the treaty, nor will 
the United States adopt it. What, then, remains for 
Great Britain to do? Enforce the treaty alone, and, if 
resisted, declare war against France and the United 
States? Heaven forbid that we shouldbe guilty of such 
madness, We have already expended more blood and 
treasure for the suppression of stavery than sound po- 
licy and the happiness of the African race would war- 
rant. Sir Fowell Buxton, in his recent clever book 
on the subject, distinetly states thet we have given 
an impetus to the slave 
‘blunderiag, Hl-directed efforts t¢ suppress it.’*. 

Terrible Railroad Aceident.~-One 1 and 

Twenty Persons Killed and many” Bena and 
Wounded.—A-deplorable tatastrophe took place on 
Sunday evening week, on the Versailles and Men- 
don Railway, by which one hundred and twenty per- 
sons were killed, or have since died of their wounds, 
and many maimed and wounded. 


gardens of Versailles were playing on Sunday, which 
attracted immense crowds from Paris. The train to 
which the dreadful accident occurred, left Versailles 
for Paris at half-past five o’clock in the afternoon, 
and was crowded with passengers. “ ‘There were,” 
says one account, * seventeen or eighteen wagons, 
with two engines before and one behind.” 


Bellevue and Mendon, the axletree of the first mas 
chine broke, and, stopping, the second ran over it, 
- killing the stoker, and breaking the first machine in 
pieces, spilt its fire on the ground. Instantly six or 
seven wagons were broken in pieces, and the rest, 
running over the live fire of the broken engines, burst 
into flames. It is the custom on the left Bank Rail- 
road for the doors of the wagons to be closed, with- 
out any possibility of opening them except by the 
keys in the hands of the conductors. No conductors 
were forthcoming, and thus the inmates of three of 
the wagons were burned. , 

From this account it is clear, that but for the cus- 
tom of locking the passengers in the carriages, so 
awful a loss of life would not have taken place. 


Letters from Barcelona of the 4th state’that great 
apprehensions were entertained that disturbances 
would break out on the following day. | 

The Spanish Journals of the 2d appear with 
black border, that day being the anniversary of the 
insurrection of Madrid against the French, in 1808, 
when a great number of inhabitants, headed by 
Valerdo and Daviz, fell in the cause of their country. 

The papers contain a memorial, forwarded by the 
Chamber of Commerce of Malaga, to the Minister 
of Marine, in which its members protest against the 


colonies, proposed by the British Government. The 
Chamber of Commerce, it says, are of opinion that 
such a measure would entail ruin aod desolation on 
an important portion of the Spanish territory and on 
the trade of the Peninsula, and occasion the total loss 
of the capital vested in those distant possessions. 
“It is not,” they say, “our intention to defend by 
superfluous speeches African slavery, in the island 
of Cuba, e know well that the philosophical 
of the it, ann religion 
ikewise re sit, But ‘of civilization 
ind us to such a degree as to suffer us to be led 
away bya fanaticism of a new description, and to 
induce us to subscribe to measures calculated to pro- 
duce a deplorable revolution, instead of the good 
which it is intended to obtain.” The undersigned 
then concluded that an appeal to the Spanish Gov- 
ernment to reject the project ascribed to Great Britain, 
declaring that Cuba would be for ever lost to Spain, 
if she consented to the emancipation of its negro 


population. 
GREECE, 
Ear 


thquake in Greece.—Letters from Athens of 
the 28th ult. state that several violent shocks of an 
earthquake were felt in various parts of the Pelo- 
‘ponnesus; on the 18th, at Sparta, the shocks lasted 
from twenty-five to thirty seconds each. The in- 
habitants ran terrified out of their houses. On the 
same day, and in the course of the night, four or five 
other slighter shocks were experienced. Beyond 
the Eurotas an immense rock fell from Mopnt Me- 
nelas, near the village of Drouchas. An old tower 
situate in the town of Magoules was thrown to the 
ground. At Mistra the soil trembled with more vio- 
lence than at Sparta, and a portion of the Hellenic 
College and several houses were destroyed. The 
water of the springs and wells became turbid, and an 
enormous rock, having detached itself from the sum- 
mit of old Mount Mistra rolled with terrific noise 
into the town, 

At Calames the first shock, felt at half past nine 
o’clock, lasted between 4@ and 50 seconds, and 
there were ten others, from that hour vatil midnight, 
at intervals of three quarters of an hour. Most of 
the houses were damaged, and several in the neigh- 
bourhood actually gave. way. - Upwards of fifty 
dwellings were thrown’ down at Areo 
teen towers crumbled at Cétylus. Many persons. 
‘were buried under the ruins of their houses in the 
province of Maina. At Androusa séveral churches 
fellin. On the 25th-April. at about-4 o’clock, A. M. 
another shock Was felt at Patras, which Jasted a mi- 
nute and a half. 


FROM INDIA. 


There are no later dates from India than were 
brought by the last previous arrival; but the Eng- 
lish papers contain a mass of selections from Calcut- 
ta journals which are highly interesting. _ 

he financial condition of India appears to be dis- 
astrous in the extreme. ‘This seems to be owing to 
two prominent causes, In the first place the rash 
attempt to occupy Affghanistan has cost the govern- 
inent already nearly £20,000,000, a great share of 
which enormous sum has been drawn from the le- 
gitimate channels of trade. In the next place there 
is now no absolute money power like the old Com- 
pany monopoly, capable, from its ready means and 
rg credit, of controlling half the finances of 
the world. 


EARTHQUAKE AT ST. DOMINGO. 
_ The brig Joseph Atkins, Captain Higgins, arrived 


|.at Boston on Thursday, from Jeremie the 19th alt: 


Captain Higgins states according tothe Boston Mer- 
cantile Journal, that the earthquake of the 7th alti- 
mo, was severely felt .at. Jeremie, but no damage 
was sustained. ‘The ground and water were much 
agitated, and in the latter, a change’ of four to six 
feet took place fh the course of a few minutes. He 
also says that the destruction of the town of Cape 
Haytien was complete—only two buildings remain- 
ed standing. The earthquake happening on a mar- 
ket day, a great nomber of persons were in the city 
from the country. It was estimated that four thou- 
sand persons perished, with many males, cattle, and 
other animals, Port au Platt was also destroyed, 
but only few lives were lost. 
rear of St, Mare was rent asunder so that teams 


from St. Barts, reports that a shock was felt there 


“MARRIED. 


At on the 2d inst. by the Rev. Dr. J. MeDow- 
ell, Gzo Tages, to Mary Ann, daughter of the late 
Jos. S. ¥, all of that city. 

On the 25th of May, by the Rev. J. H. Sherwood, Mr 
Pu MetrTier,of Meittlersburgh, to Miss Many ANN, 
daughter of Henay 
Jersey. 

N«X HYMN AND SINGING BOOK FOR SUNDAY 
S@HOOLS.—Tue-Amrnican Sunpay Senoot Union 
Singing Book united under one cover, designéd for the use 
of Sunday Schools, "Phe book will contain about 128 pages, 
in the form of a i 

have three Hy 
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vby ourexpensive, but 


In honour of the King’s fete, the fireworks in the © 


The velocity was excessive. “ When - between - 


project of emancipating the slaves in the Spanish 


lis, and fif- - 


The mountain in the 


could pass through the aperture. Capt. Hammond, 


‘Leviticus, xviii, and replied to the arguments of} wo, aa hasibly conceive, commit the gratet atime] grees, are expounded and numerous authorities 
spared before they can, with the ‘least sem-| thee who thought there was no proibitan hibit ete of of adding tothe specifications) cited. 
such as the one in‘question 2 his-/ which God has given us. Mr. B. endmeretedftom) See also Poynrer on Marriage ivorce, 
tory of the .w of incest, and cited | ities: to the Se ee pos pobhrps _p. 113, 114, 115, and notes, for an able vindi- 
| | Febot the position that the inperdiet im question was) which ek ee: a cation of the English doctrine. From this re- 
cent author it clearly appears, that the autho- 
| rity drawn from the Levitical law prohibiting 
| to marry a wife’s aister, is founded upon “ pa- 
| 
| 
r constitution should be altered as to this point, 
‘The Rev. Dr. Ho that 3¢ first ne affirmative Mr. ‘McQueen therefore con; 
| 
4 | 
| 
cluded, The law must be 
between thowe who.are near of kin. 
Jewish ish law, was de ; penalty 
ith the ior any of the in these 
& 
| ere are some laws which having their founda- 
. tion in the nature of God, can, in no conceivable ; 
a case, be other than they are. Sach is the law 
which requires us to love God and ore gee | 
: since hatred of God can in no case be right. On | 
| e other hand there are laws, which are purely | 
| | 
| 
| | 
| 
| — | 
| | | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| very sensibly on the 2ist. This shows a long con- 
tinuance of the volcanic action. 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
the table of the House. The commission. had re- : 
turned, and they had 
instructions given them, which report Sir king imall about Hymne, and OU 
Peel) had seen within the last few days, conte eral pe yen de to the ele- 
? | | was to bean appendix to that report, and it was also Fn | thn 
| | necessary to have plans to be referred to in the re: | ic. € ot the Dope 
| | port drawn up, and as soon as these plans and ap- street, Philade "june 7 
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om 


and copies’had been forwarded to Rorotonga 


th 
coe 
ber 


room, Exeter Hall. 


friends of this institution was 
The 


laymen of rank and respectability. 

Lord Bexley, the President,.in opening the busi- 

ness of the day delivered avery e address. 
The one of the secretaries, 


sure in the prosperity of his servants!” (Hear.) 
i France, the agent of the society continued his 
sing results; 


bours with untiring zeal and most 


146,050 copies ofthe Set d iesued from 


the press the year; 05,104 had been put in 
circulation by eighty-fourof whom were, 
more or less, ed by the society. The total 
istribution since was. 1,602. of which 
1,504 had through the hands of the so- 


ciety’s agent during nine years. 

course. year, 60,272 copies Scriptures, 
and their. tote to 458,070. From 


‘wibuting about 100,000 copies. The Prussian 
Bible Society, with its numerous: auxiliaries, stil! 
ook the lead; ‘had been printed do- 
ring past. year; and'27;,000 were now in the 


thestiommencement of the opera- 


been isaned 97 volumes, and during the past 


hood 9750; but owing'to the violent opposition to 


the agency in that. county, there had been a deé- 
in the distribution. The Netherlands Bible 
iety had issued 12,080 copies Jast year. From 

St, Petersburg, 11,754 copies were issued, maki 
since the commencement in 1828, 81,208; the 
society there had .been furnished during the year 
with 1495. copies in English, German, and Hebrew. 

Another edition of 25,000 of the Finnish version 
were in the press; the Finnish Bible Society had 
aly 78,000 copies—the Swedish, 14,905. 

rhe Central Prussian Bible Society had issued 
since its establishment 1,776,400 copies. From 
Spain and Portugal there was little or no encour- 
aging intelligence. At Athens the work of dis- 
seminating the Scriptures was proceeding favoura- 
bly ;, 5627 copies had been issued. 

_A translation of the Old Testament into the Per- 
sian language was about to be printed. In British 
India, the number of copies of the Scriptures, in 
whole or in part, printed in the course of last year; 
was larger than had been printed in all the thirty 
years preceding, and to that might be added many 
thousands of copies printed by other sucieties. The 
Calcutta Association issued during the past year 
36,378 copies, making a. total of 359,305. At Ma- 
dras, 25,072 were distributed last year. Two re- 
ports from Bombay, received since the last anniver- 
oats speak favourably of the operations there. 

n 


der the present circumstances of China, of 


course little of an encouraging nature could be ex- 
pected, a check being put upon the direct introduc- 
tion of the Scriptures amongst the Chinese; but five 
hundred copies of the New Testament in their lan- 
guage had been forwarded for the pur of being 
intrusted to benevolent and pious individuals who 
might accompany the warlike expedition to their 
shores. From Singapore, three thousand four hun- 
dred and forty-five volumes in various languages 
were issued during the year. At Sydney, Van 
Diemen’s Land, &c’, the work of Bible circulation 


under the superintendence of local associations, was’ 


eg with success, Jn the Islands of the 
ific, tig desire to possess copies of the word of 
God was universal; and the aia sent out had 
been received with joyand thankfulness; five err 
» an 
three thousand to that island where the lamented 
Williams laboured so fong. BE 
From South Africa the intelligence was of the 


most gratifying kind: the Bechuana version of the 


New ‘Testament, printed under ttre superintendence’ 
of Mr; Moffatt, had artived, and was received with 
so-much delight that it may be ‘said to have made 


the solitary fess to blos- 
som as the che people 
ons, atid immediately on the boxes being taken 
down, were eager to purchase, and most of the ‘pay- 
ments Were made in sheep and goats. A grant of 
English Bibles and Testaments, and some in the 
language of the natives, had been made at Fernan- 
do Po, and to the station of the Church Missionary 
Society in Abyssinia. The persecution of the Chris- 
tians in Madagascar was still as severe as ever, but 
amidst all their sufferings the converts maintained 
the faith, cherishing the sacred volume as the source 
of their consolation. Some of them had desired a 
fresh supply, their old ones being worn out. A suc- 
cessor to Mr. Wheeler, the deceased agent of the 
society in the West Indies, had been found in Mr. 
McMurray, many years agent to the Mico charity, 
and he had gone out with a large supply of Bibles 
and Testaments. The society there had received 
7,350 copies during the year, and remitted 916l. 
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick had been visited 
by an agent. From Toronto 3001. had been receiv- 
ed, and 9,522 — of the Scriptures had been 
issued last year. The association had ordered 1300. 
in the same period. At Montreal the total number 


- issued was 55,478; and a bill had been passed by 


the Legislature to admit the printed Scriptures 
free of duty. 1000 copies in the language of Green- 
land had been forwarded. 

_ With reference to the domestic proceedings of 
the society, the report stated that “ the total amount 
received during the year applicable to the general 
objects of the society, including subscriptions, dona- 
tions, legacies, dividends on stocks, and contribu- 
tions of auxiliary societies, is £44,045 11 5 
Compared with last year, showing 


an increase of - - - - = - 1,300 17 0 
Amount received from sale of Bibles 

and Testaments, - - - - - 50,204 14 10 
Total amount received from all 

sourcesis- - - - - - - - 95,095 4 8 


The issues of the society have been from the De- 
pository athome - - = - - - - 584,544 
From depots abroad, - - - - - - 231,007 


815,551 

Total issue of Bibles and Testaments since the 

commencement of the society, 14,038,934 
Applause. } 

e total number of associations and branch 
societies.in connexion with the parent institution, 
was 2828, and 100 new ones were established last 
year. The report conchaded by asking, after these 
statements, whether the committee were not justi- 
fied in calling upon. their friends. to them in 
exclaiming, Let the Lord be magnified, who hath 

in wity.of his servants! Hear,” 


"and applause.) 


The Bishop of Chester moved the adoption and 
the printing of the report, which was seconded by 
Lord Glenelg. Lord Sandon offered a resolution to 
the following effect : 

That in many of the facts related in the report 
just received, this meeting thankfully recognize 
great encouragements to perseverance in the so- 
ciety's labours, as also many striking evidences of 
the necessity and importance of those labours; and 
that, while they desire to ascribe al] praise to Him 
alone, by whom their work has been prospered, they 
would at the same time call upon one another, in a 
cheerful dependence on his continued favour, to 

eed in their task of spreading the Scriptures 
to the utmost limits of the world. . 

The resolution was seconded by the Rev. Dr. 
Vaughan. | 

‘The next resolution was offered by the Rev. Dr. 
Tyo 


FOREIGN ANNIVERSARIES| 
fity-eighth annual meeting of 


pied by a large body of, unen of the Church of 
ngland, and ministers of ‘other*communities, and 


| faithfal to heaven. 
the] ble, and the Bible alone, God made them mighty, 


ig Belgium, in'1835, there had’ 


side than some flickering, bewildering direc- 
tion. of man’s itadition. 

_ He was -elways ready to take the strongest 
ground on.thie subject. God gave hisrthe Bible 
before. man. gave. bim birth, (hear, hear,) and never, 
till his heart should cease to feel for earth and earth's 
necessities, could he cease to God 
for. the si glorious privile solding an un- 
chained anc Bible. (Loud applause.) What 
had been the. experience of Twice had the 
children of God, the servants of Christ, conquered 
the world, with the sword of the Spirit, the word of 
God: The apostles went forth unlettered, untitled, 


1 and unbeneficed; opposed, reviled, calumniated, 


trodden ander foot of men every where; but they 
ware. the conquerors of earth, because they were 
Because they stood by the Bi- 


‘through his power, to the destruction of the powers 
of darkness, And when the influence of evil en- 
slaved the world once.more, and man’s depravity 
overwhelmed in darkness the light of God’s truth, 
then’ again apostles once more conquered the earth 
by the simple instrumentality of the word of God. 
td the scene was to be enacted again, give them the: 
‘sword of the Spirit, and. they would conquer the 
world a third time. (Applause.) D’Aubigne, in 
his History of the Reformation, spoke of the six- 
teenth, seventeenth, and eighteenth centuries as 
three successive periods of mighty conflict. Of the 
sixteenth as a contest for God, ** successful ;” of the: 
seventeenth as a contest for priests, successful ;” 
of the-eighteenth as a contest for the power of reli- 

ion and man’s philosophy, * too successful.”” The 


| fourth is to be a contest, and he asks—** Who shall 


be the conqueror?’’_. 

Those on that platform were ready to answer the 
question, if the friends aad supporters of this cause 
would stand by the principles they had avowed. ‘The 
Saviour who gave,,the Bible would conquer by the 


| Bible, when-reason and man’s philosophy had sunk 


into the darkness ,whenee they eprang. ( Applause.) 
Numbera of Bibleless ritish emigrants were con- 
‘Btantly settling in America ; and he trusted that this 
society would feel the importance of supplying them 
with the Bible. If the-society would undertake it, 
agents should be found in America who would visit 
every emigrant ship, care’ that no man land- 
ed without a Bible in his hand. He was fully per- 
suaded that on both sides the Atlantic they stood on 
the margin of a serious conflict. ‘The enemy could 
only be put down by extreme difficulty and great 
decision. Ifthe meeting knew the number of dol- 
lars that were sent from Papal Europe to America 
to scatter the evil seeds of Popery, they would feel 
the yreatness of the difficulties to be encountered. 
(Hear, hear.) There were, however, thousands in 
that country who-were ready to render themselves 
‘up a sacrifice, on the faith of Christ, rather than 
yield one single inch to their adversaries. (Hear, 
hear. 

If ce conflict was to take place, the circulation of 
the Word of God was the grand instrument of suc- 
cess. Protestant Britain, in its influence upon the 
world and in its power which it was to exercise and 
the work it was to accomplish, was to be understood 
as including the Western limits of the colonies, 
whether.those colonies were still in the nest unfledg- 
ed, or whether, having grown to maturity, they had 
taken a flight for themselves, like America, emulat- 
ing in some degree the noble example of the parent 
bird. Let Britain ever stand to the colonies which 
had proceeded from her, using her power and her 
strength to uphold the principles of truth and the 
principles of the British Reformation. (Applause. } 

The several geatlemen named addressed the meet- 
ing. Dr. Tyng was followed by the Rev. Mr. Waugh, 
of the Wesleyan Society; Rev. Mr. Villiers, of the 
established Church, Rev. Mr. Pritchard, missionary, 
to Tahiti, Rev. Dr. Gerbach, from Prussia, Rev.. Mr. 
Mestrier, from Switzerland, the Bishop of Worces- 
ter, and Sir Thomas Acland, all of whom addressed 
the immense assemblage. 


British Reformation Society. 

The Annual Meeting of this Society was held 
on Thursday, at the Hanover-square Rooms, Mr. 
Finch in the chair. The Denis Browne. hav- 
in ned the meeting with prayer, | 

The Chairman said, ae had assembled to cele- 
brate the anniversary of the British Reformation 
Society under circumstances which were peculiarly 
interesting,.and which called upon them to perse- 
vere in their good work with unwearied exertion. 
Besides that. worldly spirit, that: infidelity, heresy, 
| fanaticism,-which always to a greater or less 
extent had prevailed in this country for many cen- 
turies, the Church of Rome, with her eight millions 
was making steady though slow progress, while in 


the cause of. Protestantism, and. opening the gates 
of the citadél te the great enemy. Under these 
circumstances they had great need of circumspec- 
tion, and of zeal tempered with wisdom, that they 
might be enabled to fight manfully, and at the same 
time, in the most Christian spirit, for the faith once 
delivered to the saints. Externally, indeed, the 
Church of Rome appeared to be in a somewhat 
quiescent state, as if that suited her purpose best, 
in order to take advantage of the defection\ in the 
ranks of Protestantism, but at the same a she 
was preparing to appear in more in her own 
She baiting cathedrals, and about 
to display that magnificence and splendour by 
which she appealed to the senses and the imagina- 
tion, and which certainly best befitted a Church 
which reposed not .on Divine truth, but on human 
weakness and superstition for its success. In his 
opinion, the Tractarians and the Roman Catholics 
stood precisely on the same ground; and they 
would both seduce us from the true rule of faith. 
So long as we looked to the Bible as the sole rule 
of faith, in humble dependence on the teaching of 
the Holy Spirit, we were safe; but if we once took 
the traditions of men, and the fallible interpretation 
of men, mixing the one with the word of God, and 
substituting the other for the teaching of the Holy 
Spirit, we should be on the high road to defection 
and apostasy. The Tractarians, with the Roman 
Catholics, would alike persuade us to take tradi- 
tion and the interpretation of the Fathers, as part 
of the rule of faith. They did not deny that the 
Scriptures contained all that was essential to sal- 
vation; but they held that private judgment with- 
out the apostolic tradition was liable to lead us 
hey also referred us for the standard of 


astray. 
Church excellence to the very same period to 
which tlig Church of Rome was so constantly re- 
curring#the Nicene age, the fourth and fifth cen- 


turies of the Christian era. It was, therefore, most 
important that the vices, errors, superstitions, and 
fanaticism of that age should be exposed, and that 
it should be shown by reference to the best histort- 
cal writers and the works of the Fathers them- 
selves, that the Church then needed reformation as 
much as in the sixteenth century. He was pre- 
red to show from the writings of ong of the most 
earned of the Fathers, a writer of the highest em1- 
nence and often appealed to both by the T'racta- 
rians and the Roman Catholics—he meant Chrys 
tom—that the great errors of Popery existed é 
in that early age. ‘The Chairman then proce 
to read at considerable length extracts from the 
homilies 6f Chrysostom, proving that baptismal re- 
generation, theefficacy of penances, alms, fasting, 
&c., in atoning’ for sins after 
the purifjeation soul by fire, suggest 
of purgatory, the ‘and usé- 
fulness of prayers for the dead, the superstitious 
veneration for the sign of the.cross, the tombs o 
martyrs, invocation and patronage of saints, with 
the whole system of monkery and fanaticism were 
all to be found in the works of the Fathers, and 
more or less-sanctioned and set forth by Chrysos- 
tom himsel e also alluded to the Arian heresy 
that distracted the Church, and the lamentable ac- 
count given by that writer of the moral degrada- 
tion oft the people. If such, then, was the state of 
religion in the Nicene age, was it to be wondered 
that the Tractarians, who were always referring 
to this as the purest age of the Church, should have 
introduced so many errors into their writings? But 
ta what a state would England be reduced if she 
She would at once em- 
brace three-fourths of the Romish system, ae 
e 


of Philadelphia. The Rev. gentleman said| was persuaded the Tractarian controversy would 


that he addressed the meeting, as the representative 
of the American Bible Society. In America, a land 
of wanderers, they were accustomed to value the lit- 
tle homestead from whence they had sprung: and, 
wherever they might be at evening 
affections gathered around it. 


Christ; and, returning from the-dischafge of duties 


in distant Churches and communities, to which he 

had been commissioned, he always felt, when he 

came ta,render up an account of himself to the Bible 
Society, as if he had travelled back to find the sha- 

dow of his native elms, and sit upon.the hill side, 

‘ where he first saw the déclining sun set, speaking of | and 
of its Creator. That was 
e was.away from his 

home, it was true, but he stood amidst spiritual bre- 
thren and friends. With sorrow, how- 
that there werd men on this 

side the Atlantic, as we]}.as on the other, whose de- 
tead should be 


the 
his happy feeling to-day.~ 


ever, he had 
termination it was that the homes 


razed to the.ground; whe were ready. to pull down 
ven to th ge: 


the: last shelter God had 


tosend them out, perishing and 


ilight, their 
Hewtonsidered the| fal 
Bible Sociesy as the homestead of the followers of 


more highly the truly Divine work of the Reforma- 
tion, He 


mote the glory of in Christ in the salva- 
tien of thas Allow 
Dr. Storey read Report, which stated the 


pery was making the greatest strides, but alse to 
raise a fund for the gratuitous or cheap circulation, 
of tracts.to neutralize the obnoxious publications of 
the Roman Catholic Institute, and also to establish 
a course of lectures to’be given in the Town Hall 
of Oxford, upon the errors of the Romish Church, 
and the tendencies-of Tractarianism. The Hon. 
and Rev.: Baptist Noel, and the Rev. R. J. M‘Ghee, 
were announced among those who had volunteered 
as Jecturers. 


the Report. Asan Irish clergyman he cordially ap- 
proved of the principles ofthis Society; indeed he 
felt strongly convinced that their welfare for time 
and for eternity, in Church and State, spiritually and 
temporally depended on their maintenance of the 
— of the British Reformation. It might, per- 

3, be objected, that these principles necessarily 
involved agitation; but truth could never suffer by 
itation. In fact, Christianity was itself a system 
controversy with the sin and ignorance of the 
world, and all the false doctrines, heresy, and 
schism, which had been invented by the devil or 
man. What would they have been—would: bar- 
barism and heathenism have been banished from 
their shores if Pau], James, John, and all the apos- 
tles and servents of the Lord had not been contro- 
versialists. What would they have been if Ridley, 
Latimer, and Cranmer had not been controversial- 
ists? Would the light of the British Reformation 


have ever dawned upon them, that glorious English 


epiphany, if our reformers and martyrs had not been 
controversialists? But while controversialists, he 
hoped they would alsd be men of peace. He hated 
Popery, but. he loved the Papists. His experience 
as a minister of the Trish Church told him this, that 
without controversy they could never arpest. the 
conversion of Roman Catholics. Why did he say 
so? Because every simple affirmative doctrine of 
our Charch was admitted by them. For instance, 
he might preach to-day a sermon on the passion of 
Christ, and his Romak Catholic hearers would re- 
ceive all he enid-with attention and assent; but to- 
morrow they would listen with equal eagerness to 
a Popish priest descanting to them on the glories of 
the Virgin Mary; and if the Protestant minister 
contented himself with simply preaching the doc- 
trine of Christ crucified, without showing that the 
exaltation of the Virgin Mary, in juxta-position with 
the Saviour, virtually dethroned him, and robbed 
their own souls of salvation,-he could have no guar- 
antee whatever for their conversion. Every one of 
his flock in Ireland had been born Papists, and he 
would, in conclusion, tell the Meeting, a little 
anecdote of one of them, which would serve to illus- 
trate the position he had laid down. A poor Irish 

nt had received an Irish Testament, and read 
it privately, but still attended the mass, always 
taking care to have it in his pocket; he heard a 
a Romish priest one day preach from a portion of 
Scripture; and here he must observe, that the ac- 
tivity of the Protestants had now compelled the 
priests to preach, —— before it was thought 
enough to say mass; in fact they used to content 
themselves with Latin prayers and Jrish curses, as 
the saying was; but now the priests were obliged 
to preach. On the occasion he alluded to, the text 
was, ‘ Blessed is the womb that bare thee, and the 
paps that gave thee suck.” So far, so good, un- 
doubtedly ; but the priest preached up the Virgin 
Mary as the object of faith, and hope, and love, and 
placed her on the throne of Christ for the sinner to 
look to, pray to, and depend upon. He went on 
constantly repeating the words, ‘Blessed is the 
womb that bare thee, and the paps that gave thee 
suck,” until the poor peasant got perfectly impa- 
tient, and, turning up the passage, called out, 
‘Why don’t you repeat the rest, Sir, ‘ Yea, rather, 
blessed are they that hear the word of God, and do 
it.’”? No matter what amount of truth the Church 
of Rome possessed, the poison that was invariably 
administered along with it completely nullified it. 
The true Catholic faith, so far as she had it, was hid 
under a heap of corruption and rubbish which kept 
it from the sinner’s view. There was food among 
them, but the sinner was compelled to fast upon 
husks, The principles of the Reformation had given 
us light, life, and liberty, made us prosper in this 
world, and were fitting us for eternity. Never, 
then, could they abandon that which they felt to be 
the true glory of England. Let them confine the 
Pope to his own dominions in Italy. He and all his 
Popish priest were intrudersand usurpers here. He 
hoped this Society would give them all notice to 
quit. 


Lord’s-Day Society. 


The Eleventh Annual Meeting of the Society for 
promoting the due Observance of the Lord’s-day 


t-was held, 


/was respectably attended, The Rev. J. Baylee, the 
-Seeretary,;-read the Report.of the Committee, of 
which the following is an abstract. After a refer- 
ence to the difficulties with whieh the Society has 
to contend in the shape of opposition from interested 
or wicked persons, and of the apathy of professedly 
religious persons, and also to the prevalence of Sab- 
bath-breaking in cities and large towns, and to fac- 
tories, canals, coal-pits, mines, and railroads, as 
being for the most part fruitful sources of Sabbath 
desecration, an extract is given from a Report made 
to the magistrates of Sussex, last October, by the 
Chaplain of the Lewes House of Correction: “* Omit- 
ting all re-commitments, the number of individual 
offenders, of all sorts, who came under my observa- 
tion during the three last years, was two thousand 
six hundred and sixteen; one thousand six hundred 
and eighty of these persons, i. e., about two-thirds of 
the whole, were either strangers to the alphabet, or 
unable to join their letters correctly together. Of 
the remainng nine hundred and eighty-six, only one 
hundred and eleven could read fluently, and writea 
legible hand, uniting with it correct spelling, and 
some knowledge of arit&metic. Out of the whole 
number, not more than sixty-one persons—i. e., a 
forty-third part—were found acquainted with the 
leading doctrines of the Christian faith. Three 
hundred and forty-four more had some idea of the 
history of our blessed Redeemer. There remain 
two thousand two hundred and eleven persons out 
of the two thousand six hundred and sixteen. [am 
at a loss for language to convey a proper impression 
of the deplorable ignorance of these two unhappy 
thousands. From eight hundred of these persons, 
by patient efforts, and with ten years’ large expe- 
rience of the poor, I could not elicit any idea as to 
the person, miracles, sufferings, and otfice of our 
Saviour. They literally knew not hisname. When 
I mentioned it, some of them thought they had heard 
it, but that is all. To the other one thousand four 
hundred the Saviour’s name was known, and that 
he died, but when, or how, or why, or any thing 
more upon the subject, they could not say. Cases 
do occur, where prisoners, of their own accord, trace 
their crimes directly to Sabbath-breaking as their 
origin; but it is almost always found as a concomi- 
tant of crime. Railway labourers, fly drivers, sta- 
blemén, many domestic servants, and others, often 
royally complain that they have enjoyed nothing of 
a Sabbath; and the consequences are too manifest 
in their awful ignorance and depravity.” To the 
ignorance of religion and general depravity of 
bargemen and others, so deprived of their Sabbaths, 
former Reports had often referred; it might be 
mentioned in. corroboration, the effect produced in 
the agricultural districts, wheré the servants are 
unnecessarily employed on the Lord’s-day in the 
farm-houses. © To lis’ the Associations, more espe- 
cially in Cheshire and Shropshire, had turned their 
atterition. During the past year the guardians of 
the Wrexham Union called the attention of. the 
rate-payers to the increase of the rates caused by 
the number of fatm-servants seeking relief provided 
by the law in the work-house, their poverty being 
brought on by dissolute conduct. The magistrates 
issued an address, in which they earnestly entreated 
those whom they addressed to endeavour resolutely 
to maintain the regular observance of the Lord’s- 
day in public and private, which, as good subjects 
to their Sovereign, as members of a Christian com- 
munity, and as responsible creatures to God, they 
-were bound to uphold. Important in its bearing as 
was the observance of the Lord’s-dayppon the gen- 
eral welfare of the community, the friends of its 
observance had had but little succegs in their ap. 
peals to the Legislature. The intentions of those 
who had asked for this assistance had been inisun- 
derstood by e, and grossly misrepresented by 
others. Parliament had been asked not to compel 
attention to these thinga, but to clear the way to 
the attainment of them. Amongst the means for 
promoting the due observance of the Sabbath, stood 
foremost that of providing places of worship and 
superintending clergymen, and the Committee re- 
joiced to know that the attention drawn by this So- 
ciety to’ the subject had promoted the building of 
some churches. They referred more particularly 
to the Christian conduct of the Trustees of the 
Weaver Navigation in Cheshire, who, after stop- 
ping all traffic on that river on the Lord’s-day, are 
providing three churches for the use of the persons 
engaged in labour on tt. 

‘The next great means the Committee believe to 
be the extensive furmation of associations through- 
out the country, in connexion with the Society. 
The Rev. John Baylee, as Clerical Secretary, had, 
since his engagement last year with with the So- 
ciety, been most actively and usefully employed in 


The Rev. Mr. Moriarty moved the adoption of 


nexion with the Society was 257—making an in- 
crease of twenty-three to the number formerly re- 
*ported. The introduction of a clause into a late 
Act of Parliament for improving the Metropolitan 
Police, prohibiting the opening of‘all public houses 
within the police district, extending to fifteen.miles 
round London, from twelve o'clock on Saturday 
night until one o’clock on the Lord’sday, and leav- 
ing them closed as heretofore during the hours of 
Divine service in the a oon, had proved most 
beneficial. In each ing year, previous to the 
passing of this Act, about twenty-three thousand 
‘persons were given in charge for drunkenness; 
since the passing. of it, although the powers of the 
Metropolitan Police have been extended to fifteen 
miles round London, only sixteen thousand have 
been given in charge for this offence. Still the 
prohibition; not extending, as it shonld have done, 
to the closing of the houses for the whole day, vast 
numbers of persons frequented them in the evening, 
until the attention of the Middlesex magistrates 
was called to thé subject by a memorial presented 
to them, on the licensing ye ie October of last 
year, by the committee of the London City Mission. 

he memorialists say, “ That they sent on Sunda 
evening, August, ten of their missionaries to visit 
five of these taverns, and at the Royal Eastern 
Vauxhall, or New Globe Tavern, they found about 
three thousand persons, and a large proportion of 
them under twenty-one years of age. At Copen- 
hagen House - found about seven hundred per- 

un persons were present. At the Royal Stan- 
dard Tavern aboutjone thousand. At he Eagle 
Tavern, in the City-road, there were present during 
the evening neatly five thousand persons. No less 
than thirty.eeven ‘waiters weré busily employed 


| during the ne in serving spirits end 


‘water, and othe ors, cigars, and refreshment 
to the company.” ‘The magistrates very properly 
determined to stop the evil, and upon renewing the 
licenses, had endorsed upon each, “ That upon 
granting the li¢ense, the Court expressed a strong 
opinion on the impropriety of keeping open on Sun- 
day, the saloons-and other parts of the premises used 
for public amusements, and the recéiver of the li- 
cense undertook that, if the license should be re- 
newed, these practices should be discontinued, and 
the house opened-gn a Sunday as a common tavern 
only.” The consequence had been, that the whole 
of those places which had been such nuisances in 
the metropolis, were now closed, except as common 
public houses, The Report then alluded to the 
evidence taker before the recent committee of the 
House of Lords, on Sunday navigation on canals 
and navigable rivers, which evidence confirmed all 
the piesa on forth by this Society, as to the 
demoralizing effects of the practice. Some of the 
large iron-masters were examined, and they stated 
that since Sunday Jabour had ceased, the men did 
more work, and made more iron than when they 
worked seven days in the week, alleging it as their 
firm belief, that the rest on the seventh day tended 
to increase the physical powers of the men. The 
Report concluded with some severe censures on 
railway traveiling, the opening of the Zoological 
Gardens in the Regent’s Park, the conveyance and 
delivery of letters and the printing and publishing 
of newspapers on Sundays. During the year end- 
ing 3lst of Decanber, 1841, the sum of £613 4s. 
Ojd. (including a loan of £100 by the T’reasurer) 
had been received. The payments have amounted 
to £589 12s. 54d, leaving a balance in the Treas:- 
rer’s hands of £23 1ls. 7d. The debts owing by 
the Society on tke 31st of December last, amounted 
to £426; since which time £168 11s. of these debts 
have been paid. The labours of the Society were 
much curtailed m consequence of the smallness of 
its income. | 


British and Foreign Sailor's, Society. 

The 7th annual meeting of the‘subscribers and 
friends to this Society was held at Finsbury Chapel, 
on Monday the $th inst. The Hows -W. F, Cowper, 
M. P. in the chiir. - | 

The services were commenced by singing and 
prayer. 

The Rev. M:. Fergusson then read the Report, 
which, after adserting to the commercial ad vantages 
derived by Britain from her naval power and the 
moral character of seamen generally, stated that the 
reports from thé various stations of the Society, both 
foreign and donjgafic, were truly encouraging. ‘Thou- 

raw" i Rrrer 


sands of vessels. 


seamen, there was a marked attention to the claims 
of religion. At east 150 vessels had been added to 
the Bethel list, and about forty flags had been fur- 
nished to captains bound te various parts of the 
world, and to associations both at home and abroad. 

Tens of thousands of tracts had been pat into cir- 
culation, and gratefully received. Loan libraries 
had been supplied to ships bound to almost every 
part of the world. Applications for the Holy Scrip- 
tures had been More numerous than before. The 
cause of ‘Temperance was advancing. The day and 
Sunday-schcolswere undergoing a thorough review. 
In the success of the provincial agencies, the Com- 
mittee were called to rejoice. The continental and 
foreign operations of the society were proceeding 
with satisfactior. 


Wesleyan Missions, 


On Monday last, the Annual Meeting of the 
Wesleyan Missionary Society was held in Exeter 
Hall, which, as usual, was occupied in every part 
by a respectableaudience, many of whom were in 
attendance from &n early hour. 

At 11 o'clock, the Rev. Dr. Alder comme the 
proceedings by giving out two verses of the hymn 
beginning “ From all that dwell below the skies,” 
after which the Rev. Robert Newton engaged in 
prayer. 

Colonel Conolly was in the Chair. 

The Rev. Dr. Bunting commenced the Report, 
which, in reference to financial matters, was far 
more auspicious and’ encouraging than any of late 
years. It stated that the gross income had reached 
£101,688, 2s. 4d.; the expenditure had been 
£98,754 7s. 9d. leaving a surptus of £2,9334 4s. 
7d. The receipts in Great Britain had been 
£70,788 3s. 4d.,an increase of £6283; in Ireland, 
£5061 13s. 4d., an increase of £496; and from 
Foreign Auxiliaries there had been received 
£12,322 7s. 104., an increase of £2461. There 
were only five districts in Great Britain which had 
not augmented their contribution. Among the sums 
from foreign stations were, France, £458 &s. 5d.; 
Australia, £1145 17s. 9d.; Van Diemen’s Land, 
£1018 163.; New Zealand, £86 4s.; Feejee, £40 
13s.; Antigua, £528 19s. 1d.; St. Vincent’s, £778 
1s. 4d.; Demerara, £1766 16s-5d.; Jamaica, £1083 
9a. 4d.; Lower Canada, £626 16s. 3d.; Upper Cana- 
da, £1372 11s..9d.; Nova Scotia, £713 17s. 8d.; 
New Brunswic £765 11s. 9d. In one district, the 
missionaries hag-woluntarilyam posed an income tax 
upon aren and sent ten per cent. of their 


salaries towardp the exigencies of the Society. 
Among the mi cellaneous items were, legacies, 
£1156 18s. dividends on, property funded to 
secure annuities; £1134 12s. 6d.; donations on an- 
nuity for life, 1ls.; contributions towards the 
Ashantee .Missipn, £1412 1s. 1d; Christmas offer- 
ings, £4721 7s. 4d. 
_ The Rev. John Beecham then read some interest- 
ing details relative to the state and prospects of the 
Society’s missions in North and South Ceylon, the 
continents of India, New South Wales, and Van 
Diemen’s Landi He said, in New Zealand, the 
difficulties with which missionaries must always, 
have to contend jn evangelizing a Heathen country 
are increased by the unfriendly influence of coloni- 
zation, and the indefatigable exertions of the Romish. 
priests to beguije the simplicity of our native con- 
verts, and proselyte them to their own faith. But 
this important mission is, notwithstanding, in a 
state of prosperity. On a recent occasion, about 
two hundred natives were baptized at grin. eh 
among whom was Taonui, one of the most influ- 
ential chiefs at the Hokianga. He had been for 
some time hesitating between Protestantism and 
Popery, but at kngth decided in favour of the for- 
mer, and was baptized at the same time with his 
wife and three sons. [Mr. Beecham here introduced 
one of the sons, a fine intelligent-looking young 
man, to the meéting. Mr. B. stated, that he had 
learned tv read and write in the mission schools. 
Not being able ‘to address the audience, he wished 
Mr. B. to say, that he felt thankful to them, and to 
the friends of missions, for sending missionaries 
to his country; that the name of England was great, 
greater than any other country among his people, 
and that his reason for visiting England was, to see 
the good land from which the missionaries came. 
Mr. B. proceedéd with the Report.} ‘The missions 


aspect. Western Africa presents:a scene of deepest 
interest. Here,,gt least,.all is light. It has pleased 
the Great Master to “bury” some of “ his work- 
men,” but he is still “* carrying on his work.” At 


visiting its different Associations, forming new ones, 
and advocating its cause, both frem the pulpit @ 


at: public meetings throughout the country. The 


Sierra, Leone, and the Gambia, the missions are in 
rosperity; andatong the whole extent of the Gold 
Coast, from Dix Cove to Accra, as well as in the 


R LAN: 


Conduit House about twelve! 


“Thames, @ eiissionaries had met with much to 
cheer be: services were highly esti- 
mated bythe satfars themselves. Among the Welsh 


in Southern Aftica presented -a . very - interesting | 


2 


interior ,& grac ious influence from on high is pre-| one thousand two hundred:and two signatures; in| of cleven ts, who were preparing fer the 
‘the minds of people for the reception of the} 1840, four hundred and ityeight itions, and | work. had been an increase in every de- 
;@nd the ministration of the word and ordi-| ninety-five thousand one hu and eight signa- t of labour during the past year. ‘The 


amongst the Aborigines.in Western Canada, and 
the extensive territories belonging to the Honour- 


able the Hudson's Bay Company, manifest proofs) P 


of growing improvement. 
The total perros of principal or central 
mission stations, called circuits, occu- 
_ pied by the Society in the several! parts 
of the world now enumerated, is - - 
The number of missionaries employed, ex- 
clusive of catechists, &c., is - - - - 
The number of full and accredited church 
members, exclusive of those under the 
care of the Society’s missionaries in - 
Ireland, is - - - - - - 87,258 
The number of scholars in the mission 
schools is near! - 60,000 
In conclusion, the Committee congratulated their 
friends that the experience of another year afforded 
fresh evidence of the soundness of those great 
rinciples which regulated the operations of the 
iety. 


261 
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Religious Tract Society. 


The Anniversary Meeting of the Religious Tract 
Society was held in Exeter Hall, on Friday even- 
ing last, and was most numerously and respectably 
attended. The Right’ Hon. the Earl of 
presided on the occasion, and was supported on the 
platform by the Rev. Dr. Byrth, the Rev. Mr. Gar- 
wood, the Rev. Robert Monro, the Rev. Francis 
Cunningham,:Mr, Henry Pownall, Mr. Jones, the 
Honorary Sedhetaty of the Soviety, &c., &c. After 
singing a hymn; and prayers had heen offered by 
the Rev. Mr. Monré, 

. The Secretary ‘read the forty-third Annual Re- 
rt, from which it appeared that although the war- 
ike operations in China had somewhat interfered 
with, it had not stopped, the circulation of the So- 
ciety’s publications in that interesting field, where 
new channels for diettibution had been opened, and 
were prospering under the auspices of the Rev. Mr. 
Gutzlaff. In Aracan forty Jhousand tracts had been 
distributed in fifteen-daygy In India the circulation 
had been a great means of advancing the kingdom 
of Christ. In the Mahratta country, Dr. Wilson 
and Mr. Mitchell reported that t found many 
who had been led led into a belief of the Christian 
faith solely by the perusal of the religious tracts 
and publications of the Society. In Australia and 
Van Diemen’s Land, 161,000 publications, value 
£2,638, had been transmitted and put in circula- 
tion. In Western Africa the education of the ne- 
groes was rapidly progressing, and letters had been 
received from the Society’s missionaries, desiring 
to be furnished with two thousand mor@ copies of 
the Cottage Hymn Book which had been sent out, 
and another letter received for three thousand copies 
more. ‘I'he whole of the first issue had been pur- 
chased by the people in the short space of nine 
months. The gates of Spanish America were com- 
paratively closed against the admission of scriptural 
truth, but still 11,600 Spanish publications had been 
granted to the different correspondents of the So- 
ciety in that quarter. To the West Indies, 55,000 
books and tracts, withont including publications 
sent for sale, had been granted. In British North 
America, 163 religious circulating libraries, valued 
at £852, had been established, and 206,900 tracts, 
books, and publications, had been sent out. 

The intelligence received from Montreal, Que- 
bec, Kingston, and Toronto, was of a most cheer- 
ing and interesting character. In France, the 
work of the Lord was evidently advancing, though 
it encountered much opposition. The circulation 
in France amounted to 600,000 copies. In Hun- 
gary, 40,000 copies; printed in the German lan- 
guage, had been distributed. In Belgium, the 
Society went on prosperously, though strongly 
opposed by the priests of the Romish Church. The 
number of new publications during the last year 
was 220; the total publications was 16,469,551, 
which, published in eighty-six different languages, 
gave a total circulation of 357,000,000 different 
works. (Loud applause.) The total benevolent in- 
come for the year was £5826, being an increase be- 
yond the preceding year of £164: the total sales 


| of the Society's publications was £45,635. The 
-Boetety’s total-receipts, including the of 


14 383. ld. (Loud and general} 


sale, was £ 
applause. ) 


Irish Evangelical Society. 


The Twenty-eighth Annual Meeting of this So- 
ciety was held on Tuesday, the 10th inst., in Fins- 
bury Chapel. Thomas Challis, Esq. in the Chair. 

After singing, and prayer by the Rev. W. Spencer, 
of Devonport, 

The Rev. George Rose, the Secretary, then read 
an abstract of the Report, which gave an interesting 
account of the labours of the Society’s agents, and 
of the success with which God had been pleased to 
crown them during the past year. These agents are 
thirty-six in number, pastors, preachers, and Scrip- 
ture readers. Many additions have been made to 
the churches during the year, and about six hundred 
members are now connected with them. The home 
‘missionary operations of the Irish Congregational 
Union, now connected with the Society, were also 
described in the Report; which likewise stated, 
that £325 had been contributed by the Committee, 
towards the funds of that Mission, during the Jast 
year. ‘This, together with the great depression of 
trade throughout the country, had occasioned a great 
pressure upon the Society; which, having sold and 
expended all! its available property in the public 
funds, was now above £700 in debt, the expenditure 
last year having exceeded the income by £1,300. 
The Report concluded with a powerful appeal to 
Congregational pastors and.churches, to sustain the 
Society, and prevent the necessity of their agents be- 
ing diminished and their congregations scattered. 


Protestant Association. 


The Annual Meeting of the Protestant Associa- 
tion was held on Wednesday last, in the Great 
Room, Exeter Hall, which was so crowded that 
there must have been yo ig of three thousand 
persons present. The Right Hon. Lord Kenyon 
presided ; and upon the platform were J. P. Plump- 
tre, Esq., M.P.; General Latter, General McInnes, 
Major Penley, the Rev. Dr. Holloway, Rev. J. E. 
Cox, Rev. H. Stowell, Rev. Stephen. Tyng, (of 
America,) Rev. H..H. Beamish, Rev. A. S. Thel- 
wall, Rev. C. Taylor, (of Cheater,) Rev. C. Day, 
Rev. J Barber, Rev. J..W. Cuningham, (of 
Harrow,) Rev. M. H. Seymour, Rev. H. Stewart, 
G. H. Howell, Esq.; M. Wylie, Esq.; T. Hartley, 
Esq.; H. Cox, Esq.; G. jh P. Smith, Esq.; N. 
Baxter, Esq., &c. The meeting having been 
opened with pfayer by the Rev. Dr. Holloway, in 
referring to the efforts of Popery in England, the 
Report stated that the Roman Pontiff had portioned 
out England as hig own spiritua) dominions, and 
that by a statute dated, “the first of the Nativity 
of the blessed Virgin,” the Roman Catholic vicars 
apostolic of the central district divided: the same 
into eight deaneries, each under the patronage 
and called by the name of a saint, and assigned a 
place of conference for each deanery; and on the 
Feast of St. Jerome, 1841, the Roman Catholic 
Bishop was pleased to name the deans. The Church 
of Rome has at the present time, in Ireland, twenty 
seven bishops and archbishops. In the British 
colonies and possessions, twenty-seven; while, du- 
ring the past year, she has increased the number 
of her vicars apostolic in Great Britain to fourteen. 
Her missionary priests at the present time in Eng- 
land are in number six hundred and twenty-four; 
in Scotland, eighty-six; making a total of seveu 
hundred and ten. The Committee stated, that 
while alluding to the aggression of Rome, in her 
own undisguised form, they could not ‘but express 
how deeply they lamented, that from one of the 
Universities of the land established for the teachin 
and maintaining Protestant truth, doctrines an 
practices should have emanated which, under a 
name of reverence for antiquity, were plainly delu- 
ding many souls and leading them back to the 
darkness of Popery. By this school Protestantism 
was denounced in name and opposed in essence, 
the articles of the Church, framed as the bulwarks 
of her pure faith, were laid low before the foe, and 
by a strange perversion of language made to admit, 
if not absolutely to defend, the errors and heresies 
against which they protested. The Report detailed 
at great Jength the operations of the Society in 
many parts of the ‘country, the various meetings it 
had convened, and the number of pamphlets it had 
distributed. A statement of accounts followed, 
from which it appeared that the receipts, as com- 
pared with those of last 'yéar, showed a decrease of 
1441. 6s. 3d: The Committee continued: to pro- 
mote petitions to Parliament against the aanual. 
grant to the College of Maynooth. In the session 
of Parliament of 1838, the petitioners against the 


grant were eleven thousand: in 1839, there were 
one hundred and ninety-nine petitions with fifty- 


tures; and last year, the session was pre- 
‘nt close, and men's minds were 
In political matters and election proceed- 
ings, there were three hundred and six petitions, 
and seventy thousand signatures. Five hundred: 


| copies of Sir G. H. Smyth's pamphlet on Maynooth 


had been circulated members of Parliament. 
To the newly-formed American Protestant Associa- 
tion, the grant of publications of the value of 20%. 
had been voted. 


Religious Freedom Society. 

The Annual Public Meeting connected with this 
Society was held at the London Tavern, Bishops- 
gate street, on Friday, the 6th instant. The attend- 
ance was highly respectable. On-the platform we: 
observed Mr. Fox Maule, M. P., and Mr, H. G. R. 
Yorke, M. P. We also observed present the Rev. 
Drs. Campbell and Jenkyn, the Rev. Messrs. Bur- 
re Hinton, Dubourg, Bean, Jackson, Evans, 


Colonel Fox, M. P., on taking the chair, said that 
he deeply felt the honour which had been conferred 
upon him by calling upon him to preside over them. 
It had been the object of all those with whom he 
was connected by relative ties to foster and main- 
tain the true principles of Religious Freedom. For 
those principles he cherished the most profound re- 

rd; and from them, he trusted, he should never 

‘found to swerve. (Cheers.) 

—_ Conder, Esg. then read the following Re- 
port :— 

“In pee to the Annual General Meetisg 
of the Religious Freedom Society, the report of 
their proceediigs during the past year, the Central 
Committee wauld remind the meeting of the speci- 
fie and@istinctive constitution of the Society 
itself, which} they have reason to apprehend, are 
far from repr. generally understood. 

“ The fundamental principle of Religious Liberty 
which recognizes the right of every man to worship 
God according to his religious convictions of the 
Divine will, without hinderance or civil penalty, has, 
to a great extent, received the homage of statesmen 
and legislators as an axiom of sound political phi- 
losophy. Upon this principle, those concessions 
have been made to Prote ‘tant Dissenters and Ro- 
man Catholics within these realms, by which the 
penal disabilities to which they were subjected by 
a barbarous and intolerant policy, have been re- 
moved, and a system of general civil registration 
substituted for that ecclesiastical system which 
made civil rights dependent upon conformity to the 
ritual, and compliance with the claims and exactions 
of the Established Church. 3 

. Broad)y and unequivocally, however, as this 
principle may seem to have been recognized in re- 
cent legislative’ reforms, it has met, and is stil! 
meeting, with most determined opposition on the 
part of the ministers of the English Hierarchy, and 
of that powerful party in the State who uphold the 
claim of the Established Clergy to a monopoly of 
religious instruction. The rights of conscience, 
though secured to Dissenters by the laws, ar® re- 
garded with jealousy by a large proportion of those 
who compose the Legislature; many of whom have 
gone so far, in their private capacity, as to treat 
dissent from the establishment, as a civil offence and 
religious crime. The liberty to worship God in 
private houses or in licensed places of worship, to 
establish and conduct schools, to educate their own 
children, once denied to Dissenters by the govern- 
ment, but now secured to them by the laws, is, 
nevertheless, practically contravened by those ter- 
ritorial proprietors who refuse to ‘heir tenants 
liberty to hold any religious meetings jn their 
houses, or to open any schools; clauses being in- 
serted in their leases of a prohibitory character, 
which, if universally adopted and acted upon by the 
land owners, would bar the rights of Dissenters as 
completely as if the Toleration Act were repealed. 
In numerous cases, Dissenting tenants have been 
ejected solely on account of their non-conformity. 
At no former 
the house of 
Dissenters had to contend against a fiercer spirit of 
intolerance and oppression on the part of the Esta- 
blished Clery and the Proprietary Class; while the 
ambitious and extravagant scheme has been boldly 
advocated, of raising funds, by Parliamentary grants, 
to provide church-room for the whole population, in 
the edifices of the Establishment, in total disregard 

isi +he Dissenting denomina- 


tions for the wants o 


Christian Instruction Society. 
The 


scribers and Friends to this Institution, 
held their 17th Annual Meeting, at Finsbury Chapel, 
last Evening. SirC. E. Smith, Bart., in the Chair. 

The services having been commenced by singing, 

The Rev. R. Ainslie engaged in prayer. 

The Rev. J. Blackburn, at the request of the 
Chairman, then read the Report. It stated, that 
the little band of not one hundred gratuitous visi- 
tors who first associated to promote the objects of 
this Society had increased to two thousand three 
hundred and fifty-four, who were systematically 
employed in their benevolent operations. The 
gratuitous visitors were divided into one hundred 
and three Associations. The tabular view of the 
efforts of these local Associations during the past 
year, for the visitation of the poor, the main- 
tenance of local stations for prayer-meetings and 
preaching, and. for the support of stipendiary mis- 
sionaries, in aid of the gratuitous visitors presented 
a result that was highly encouraging. 


Summary of Associations. 


Associations 103. — Visitors 2,354. — Families 
57,003.—Stations 135.— Missionaries 13. 

Gratifying as these totals were, yet, if the statis- 
tics of each metropolitian division were examined, 
the disproportion between the efforts of the churches 
and the exigencies of the people was most affecting 
and admonitory., The census of 1841 gave the 
population of the Metropolis as 1,570,727 persons, 
which showed, that, after all the progress the So- 
ciety had; made, yet there remained 1,583,000 at 
this moment, untouched by the efforts of it benevo- 
lent agents. In making that statement, however, 
the Committee had not forgotten that there were 
kindred societies, and other bodies of Christians, 
happily engaged in the same work, who were em- 
ploying other instruments and agencies to raise the 
moral character of our fellow-citizens. The prayer- 
meetings and cottage lectures had been greatly 
honoured of God. During the past year, considera- 
ble prosperity had attended the Sunday Schools con- 
nected with many of the ctations. During the past 
summer, five preaching tents had been used. About 
one hundred and fifty open-air services had been 
held in various places in the suburban parts of the 
Metropolis. T'wo courses of Lectures had been de- 
liveret at Bishopsgate and Barbican Chapels, which| 
had been attended by several hundreds of young 
men, principally belonging to those classes w 
improvement ‘was.specially contemplated by those 
services, For seyeral ye@rs past, the Society had 
extended tent and out-of-dodr preaching services to 
the rural parts of the Metropolitan counties; _ 
last year, they were held in Middlesex, Surrey, an 
Herts.. The Report concluded by an urgent appeal 
for increased financial support. ; 


Home Missionary Society, 


The Annual Meeting of this Society, was held at 
Exeter Hall, on Tuesday evening last. The Chair 
was taken, shortly after 6 o'clock, by Sir Culling 
Eardley Smith, Bart. 

The meeting commenced by singing the 6/th 
Psalm, beginning— 

“O for a shout of sacred joy». r 
To God the Sovereign King.” 

The Rev. Mr. Bishop, of Bridgewater, prayed, on 
behalf of the Meeting and the Society. a 

The Rev. Dr. Matheson then read the Report. 
Jt commenced by stating, that, thotigh this Society 
had had to struggle with great difficulties, its ener- 

ies had not been weakened, nor the hearts of its 
fiends dismayed. . During no year, since the: So- 
ciety had been established, had there been so many 
stations occupied, so many agents employed, so ma- 
ny persons under Christian instruction, or so many 
added to the missionary churches. The last report 
contained one hundred and forty-two principal sta- 
tions as under the care of the Society. At the pre- 
sent time, there were one hundred and fifty-three 
principal stations, connected with which, there were 


altogether six hundred and thirty-five. Theagency 
of the Society was of two kinds; the first consisting 
of missionaries who were under the direction of the 
Society; the second included pastors, who received 

rants of money, for the pur of assisting them 


in their village labours. ‘The first class were re- 
ported, last year, to amount to sixty-five; at present, 
they amounted to sixty-nine. the second @ass, 

rs receiving aid, seventy-one were named in 
ast year’s Report; the number at present was 


eighty. The whole number of connected | for 


with the Society, and, € in home missionary 
‘service, was one hundred and forty-five, exclusive 


riod, at least since the accession of|. 
anover to the throne, have Protestant}. 


| effected in the price of school materials, 


four hundred and eighty-two out-stations, making C 


— mission stations, estimated 
ast year at 40,000, ear were 49,900; 
the number of parishes in which the Society's agents 
laboured last year, four hundred and seventeen; 
this year, four hundred and thirty-eight; the num- 
ber of chapels and rooms last year was five hundred 
and sixty-seven, this year, six hundred and twenty; 
the number of towns, villages, and hamlets, in which 
the agents preached last year, was five hundred and 
seventy-six, this , six hundred and thirty-five ; 
the number of Sunday-schools last year was one 
hundred and seventy-three, this year, two hundred 
and four; the number of Sunday-school teachers 
last year was 1,260, this year 1,475; the number of 
scholars last year was 9, this year 11,800: the 
Bible classes last year amounted to forty-nine, this 
year to eighty; the number of the pupils last year 
was seven hundred and eighteen, this year one 

sand one hundred and fitty. The last report stated, 
that three hundred and fifty members had been add- 
ed to the Home Missionary churches; this year the 
number had been upwards of five hundred persons; 
besides three hundred added to the churches of pas~ 
tors receiving aid from the Society: Ten Home | 
Missionary churches had been formed, consisting; in 
al},.of one hundred and ninety-five members, 

‘than 4,000 copies of the Bible had been sold in the 
villages; thousatids of families had been visited ; and 
many thousands of tracts had been either lent or 
given by the missionaries. During the last year, 
collections had been made in twenty-five stations 
occupied by the Society, amounting to nearly 9002. 
In the last year’s Report, it was stated, that the So- 
ciety had directed its attentiom-to towns} that, as 
the time had been short since this plin.of doing 
good was first commenced, it had’sueceeded to & 
great extent. In fourof the towns to which mie 
sionaries had been sént, Christian churches had 
been formed, which consisted, at. present, of one 
hundred and ooo pc members; the greater portion 
.of whem Were’ eo ere the world: pub- 
lic appeals which had been made simuktaneo: 
throughout the country in October last, had r 

zed 1,300%—an amount which had greatly assisted | 
the objects of the Society. 


Sunday-School Union. 


The 43d annual meeting of this institution was 
held at Exeter Hall, on Thursday, the 5th inst. The 
large hall was densely crowded by a highly respert- 
able auditory. In one of the reserved galleries, we 
observed Loid Wharacliffe the Lord President of the 
Privy Council, and Dr. Kay Shuttleworth. ‘The 
Chair was taken by Capt. Moorsom, R. N. 

The services having been commenced by singing, 

The Rev. Dr. Jenkyn, of Coward College, en- 
gaged in prayer. 

r, Watson then read the report, which eom- 
_menced by referring to the Society’s operations in 
Denmark, Belgium, France, Corfe, Sierra Leone, 
Central India, Van Diemen’s Land, New Zealand, 
_ West Indies, America, 4nd Canada, With respect 
to the home proceedings, it stated, that twenty-two 


, grants had been made, during the last year, ia aid 


' of the expense of erecting or fitting up School-rooms, 
amounting to 403/., making the total number of 

rants, up to the present time, 211, amounting to 

8191. These grants had been made, withont any 
respect to denominational distinctions. Three new 
local Unions had been formed, viz. the South West 
Kent, Dudley, and Stockton. The number of Sun- 
day-school lending libraries granted had been 126, 
making a total of 859. The Union had thus. sus- 
tained a pecuniary loss of 3102. 5s. The schools as- 
sisted contained 13,806 children, of whom 6,856 
were able to read the Scriptures. Grants of money, 
amounting to 110/. and.of books to the sum of 261/. 
16s. 6d., had been made in order to promote the ex- 
tension of Sunday-schools in this and other countries. 
The following are the number of schools, teachers, 
and scholars, within a circle of five miles from the 
General Past Office :— 


Schools. Teachers. Scholars. 

South, - - 84 1,807 16,172 
East, - - 133 2 544 24,723 - 

West, - - 138 ~° 2,402 23,857 

North, - - 132 2754 24,387 

487 9,507 89,139 

Being an increase of 6 ~ 696 2,803 


The Committee had diligently employed themselves 
during the last year in the preparation and publica- 
tion of a variety of works designed to assist teachers 
| in their work, and to promote the efficiency of the 
. schools. The sales of publications at the Deposi- 
_ tory amounted to 9,5541, 1s. 54d., being an inerease 
of 413/. 17s, 7d. on the sales of the previous year, 
poaived to the-amount of 344/. 
. The Committee desired especial attention to the 
- effort made by-the teachers and friends of Sunday- 
schools connected with the West London Auxiliary, 
who had presented 100/. to the Union, an example | 
which they trusted would be followed, not only by 
the other London Auxiliary Unions, but also by the 
country Unions. After payment of the grants which 
had been already made, there would be a deficiency 
of 219/. 2s. 74d., which must be supplied by the 
friends of religious instruction, or the assistance of 
the Union be withheld from those who stood in need 
of it. The present number*of subscribers to the 
Library and Reading Room was 150. In eonclud- 
ing the Report, the Committee affectionately urged 
upon their fellow-labourers the importance of secur- 
ing for themselves an enlarged acquaintance with 
Scripture truth, and of impartiag to their scholars 
correct views of the great doctrines of the Gospel. 


British and Foreign Sehool Society, 


The Subscribers and Friends to this Society, held 
their Thirty-seventh Anniversary at Exeter Hall, on 
Monday, the 9th instant. The meeting was more 
numerously attended than on any preceding occa- 
sion. Lord J. Russell, who took the chair, appeared 
on the platform. = 

H. Dunn, Esq., then read the Report, which 
stated, that, during the year, 55 new schools had been 
established, and 24 new auxiliaries to the Society 
had been formed; 109 grants had been made to coun- 
try schools. A very great reduction had also been 
The eub- 
scriptions to the Normal School, including the Go- 
vernment grant, now amount to 15,620/., and 5,000L 
is still needed to complete the work. In the model 
schools, 682 boys and 450 girls have been received, 
making the total number on the books 52,828. In 
the Normal Schools, 221 teachers have been under 
training. Of these, 72 have been appointed to boys' 
schools, and 62 to girls’ schools; 18 have sailed for 
foreign parts. The general state of the finances is 
encouraging, an increase having takea place inevery 
branch of income. The receipts and payments of 
the year have been 7,080/. 13s. 4d.; balance duc to . | 
the ‘Treasurer, 808/, I5s. 9d. 

EW PUBLICATION.—Just published,“ Bible Magis- 
tracy; or Christ's dominion over the : with an 
examination of the civil institutions of the United States, By 
Rev, James M. Willson, A. M,” For sale by H. Hooker, J. 
Whetham, Perkins & Purves, and W. S. Young, 173 Race st., 
Philadelphia, and by Robert Carter, 58 Canal street, New 


Also, for sale at the same places, ard at J. Owen’s, Balti- 
more, The Deacon; an inquiry into’ nature, duties, and 
exercise of the office of the Deacon in the Christian Church. 
By the same author. 

“ We haveread the work (Phé Deacgn) with attention and 
intérest. Its from anism ; purely Presbyterian ; 
displays a-high degree of industry and reseatch : 


more valuable information compressed intot pass of 6 
roas octg@yos. As a 


es, than is to be found in many ponde 
Sook of reference it is intrinsically worth ten times the 
amount charged for it, and should be in the hands of Presby- 
terians generally.”—Rel. Monitor. 

“The writer of this pamphlet (the deacon) has displayed a 
commendable degree of industry his researches, and has pro- 
duced no common place treatise. He has fully and ably dis- 
cussed his subject in all its different bearings, and has ad- 
vanced no opinion for which he has not adduced strong ar- 


gument..... We commend the pamphlet to general perusal, 
and should be pleased to see it widely ci ted.” — Presby- 
terian. * jone4R® 


PEeNNSYLVANIA.—The Summer Session of this Institu- 
tion, will commence on the fourth in April, and 
end the fourth Tuesday in September. Mathematics, Eng- 
lish, German, French, Italian, Latin, Greek, Drawing, and 
Painting. are taught without extra charge. ’ 
Few Academies in the Union possess equal advantages. 
The Modern Languages are spoken every day in the School. 
The depressed state of the currency, and the liberality with 
which the Institution is endowed, have induced the Princi- 
pal to reduce the charges to $65 per Session, payable jn ad- 
vance, for Tuition, Board, Washing, Lights, and Fuel. , 
Further information may be obtained by calling at the In- 
stitute, or by letter. 
References.—The President and Faculty.of the College of 


New Jersey. 
. JONATHAN CORY, A. M., Principal. 
aprii 9—4m* 


O-PARTNERSHIP.—The subecribers have formed a 
Co-Partnership in the business of Publishing and Book- 
selling under the firm of Perkins & Purves, which will be 
conducted by them at the old stand of Henry Perkins, Book- 
seller. No. 134 Chesnut street, Philadelphia. 
HENRY PERKINS. | 
may 2]—4t WILLIAM PURVES. 
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of the Lord’sday.. He gleoatte le and: vo- | Banees is producti senencial efects. | 
| cated the cause of the Society at fifty-four pablic| In the West Indies, painful visitations have been 
meetings. ‘The number of Associations now'in con-| @xperienced. The Committee have had to mourn 
the loss of several valuable missionaries, who have 
L been arrested by death in their career of honour- | 
iy | able and useful exertion ; and they regret to report, 
that owing to the financial difficulties of the Society, 
} a | some of the vacancies only which were thus: occa- | 
_ | sioned have as yet been supplied. The missions 
| ) re | exclusive of the Protestant Magazine, and: the 
a . The issues: oe amounted to more | and forty-nine thousand five hundred and seventy 
sacred Scriptures. | | three in number. | 
hear.) At the very outset of their report, then, | — 
writ, “ Let the Lord be magnified who hath p =f | 
| | 
| 
| | 
| 
j | 
ne depot at Frankfort 42,014 had been: issued. 
ji The German Bible Society continued to prosecute | 
their work with mote or less zeal, annually dis- | a | 
Yor pears otal of 
tions of the ociet | | | 
| 
| 
| 
| = | 
| 
| | | 
| 
| 
; 
a 
| 
: 
| | 
bad to very beneficial results, if 1t did ho more 
would, at least, sweep away that blind veneration 
| which was entertained by too many for the fourth 
| and fifth centuries, unveiling the vices, the heresy, 
divisions, the fanaticism, the superstition, gnd 
se doctrine that prevailed. at that period, and 
) ding men to look more entirely to the Bible and 
|| to the teathifig of the Holy Spirit. It would also 
nulate them to be more grateful, and to estimate CSS 
spirit they would continue to preserve it, and i 
le they manfully opposed error in every shape, 
, contended earnestly for the faith once deliver- 
. » the saints, they would do so in a spirit. of the 
7 t perfect charity, their sole object being to pro- PO RR 
COUNTRY MERCHANTS.—The subscribers would 
respectfully invite the attention of country merchants 
desirous supplying themselves with articles in 
liad been visited by deputations from the So- wouldfiad is to their imerert to call and examine 
ciety, and announeed the determination of the Com- themselves before purchasing éisewhere- 
mittee not merel clerical missionaries -. HOGAN & THOMPSON,» 
Ff | | = to conduct discussions in the large towns where nay o. 30 North Fourth street, Philade!phie. “yy 
| a 


